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D6 1a mot ngay dang ghi nhé trong lich st cta ngoi
chtia Phd Tu. Su ¢d Phd Chau phu gidp véi toi thiét lap
ho so. Toi nhd anh Jim Yoder gitf lién lac véi nha trudng,
va moi bac Tam Di va chi Quang Ly (Liz Barrett) 1én phat
biéu phan ang hd du an xay chia. Vé phia hang x6m,
c6 tat cd 7 nha thi 5 nha déu c6 mit, va dong thanh lén
tiéng ting ho viéc xdy chiia vi ho tin tuéng, noi day “ngoi
thién va dn chay”, sé dem lai an lanh cho moi ngudi.

Tinh ra, chi mét 8 thang sau khi nap don, chta Phé
Tt c6 gidy phép xay cit chua (conditional use permit).

Gidy phép tht hai ma chtia phai lo 13 grading permit,
tic 1a gidy phép ban dat, 1am chd dau xe va dit hé thong
thoat nuéc nam siu dusi long dat. Giai doan nay cting
cam go khong kém. Chi can sai [om 13 t6n ca trim ngan
My kim nhu choi! Téi xin ghi lai viéc nay, may ma qua
khéi tai nan...

Mot mit lo xay cat theo du liéu, mat khac 13 gay quy
dé trd tien cho nha thiu. T6i viét bai kéu goi dudi day:

—® DOAN KET GAY sUC MANH G—

Trong lich st Viét nam ¢6 hinh dnh Hoi nghi Dién
Hong, trong do toan thé moi ngudi trong nudc ciing
dong long hiép stc véi nhau trong viéc ngin chin ngoai
xam. Trén vua quan, cho dén hang dan gid, ai cing mot
long ciing huéng vé mot muc dich chung: gitt viing c6i
b3, bdo vé cudc song thanh binh ctia ngudi dan. Mot hinh
anh qua dep, qua hio hung cho tat c ching ta.

D6 1a gia tai tinh than- stic manh cda doan két- ma
dan toc trao lai cho minh. Minh c¢6 thé va ¢6 nén hoc
ldy dé ma dung khong? Cau héi chic hoi thira. Vi ai ma
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khong mudn nhu vy, va khong chimg ai ciing hiéu nhu
vay, con c6 ngudi cho ring: toi hiéu ro diéu nay hon tat
c& moi ngudi nita! Thé thi tai sao lai can phai dit ra & day.
Chi véi Iy do don gidn minh lam chua dugc, khi nhin vao
mdt s6 cong tac doi hdi sy nd luc ctia cong dong.

Can phai doan két trong khi hgp tac nhat 1a Phat su
thi cong viéc méi c6 két qué tot dep dugc. Bing khong
hét kho khin nay ti€p noi theo kho khin khéic sé xdy dén
cho ching ta. Buon thay! Bao nhiéu nim troi qua roi, ma
sao minh van chua dat dugc két qud nhu mong muén.

Thi nuong vao gido 1y nha Phat dé tim hiéu nguyén
nhéan va bit dau tao mot y thiic méi, mot tinh than méi
qua nhiing hanh dong thiét thuc. DE tit d6 ching ta rat
tia kinh nghiém va cai tién, 1am cho tinh than hoi nghi
“Dién Hong” song lai trong long ching ta va con em
chang ta.

Theo thién ¥, nguyén nhan chinh 13 vi minh chua biét
nhuong nhin nhau. Ching ta ci chay theo danh tuéng
bén ngodi ma quén rang su dong gop ndo cling quy bau
ca. Vi du mot chiéc xe hoi that méi, thit sang ma thiéu
mot banh xe thoi thi né da tré thanh vé dung roi. Khong
con 1a xe hoi bong loang méi toanh nita, ma chi 1a mot
khoi sit khong hon khong kém. Thua quy Ngai, cai banh
Xe quan trong, ma cai quat nudc ciing quan trong khong
kém. Vao khi troi mua, 1ai xe trén xa 10 ma quat nuéc
bi hu hdng khong thiy gi trudc mit ca. Ai dam tiép tuc
nhén ga chay t6i khong? Khi lam viéc véi nhau, ching ta
can thay diéu nay, dé c6 ging lam cho gidi, cho t6t phan
su minh da nhin lanh: cong viéc cta cai quat nudc hay
chiéc banh xe. Khong nhiing biét nhudng nhin r6i ma
1&m ltc minh can bao dung, tha thi cho ngudi khac nta.
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D6 1a nhiing ngudi ban cta ching ta chua hoc Phit
phap, chua thuc hanh gido ly nén chua biét nhudng nhin
d6 ma. Lan hoi gitta minh va ho sé ¢ cam thong va
thuong nhau nhiéu hon. Tuc ngit Viét Nam ciing c6 cau:
Thuong nhau trai &u cting tron. Thanh than thién dia oi!
Trai du 1am sao ma tron dugc, c6 may canh 1an, nhu cach
noéi “luc ling trai 4u” cta nhiing ngudi 16n tudi, nhung
khi da thuong nhau roi, chuyén gi cing dugc ém tham,
vui vé ca.

Xin mdi ban tudn nay c6 di chua & Phat thit 4p dung
ngay tinh than doan két nay. Nhu khi vao bép, minh noéi
lien: chi oi, cho em phu véi chi mot tay nghe. Nhé dua
nu cudi di truée lam “dai sG” cho minh. Sau do, xdn tay
40 rtia soong noi hay phu don com lién. Hay khi anh ra
ngoai san, thay anh Ptc Lac va Tam Hao dang tudi nuéc,
1Am ¢ cho m4y ludng hoa, minh cing “x6ng” vao lién.
Phu mot tay cung nhau lam viéc trong su thuong yéu va
tuong kinh, dé 13 hanh “dong sy dai bi” cia nha Phat.
Lam viéc theo cich d6 thi cang lam bao nhiéu cing thay
tdim minh mé rdng va niém vui ting trudng bay nhiéu.
Thé hé cac em, cac chau 16n 1én ma nhin thdy quy anh
chi lam viéc vui vé, dong gop tich cuc trong cac cong viéc
cong dong. Do 1 bai hoc quy gia nhat ma con em minh
¢6 thé hoc dugc tir cac bac cha me, ngudi di trude. Bai
hoc ctia doan két, thuong yéu.

Nép song tinh thic quy gia nhat ma con em minh ¢6
thé hoc dugc tir cac bac cha me, ngudi di truée. Bai hoc
thuong yéu doan két.

Toém lai, stic ciia mot ngudi cé hai ban tay, mot khoi
oc chi lam dugc vai ba cong viéc trong giéi han do6 thoi.
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Nhung khi c6 hai muoi ngudi, hay tram ngudi, van nguci
hop stc lai thi viéc ndo ma ching thanh tyu dugc. Lac
trudc, con kinh Vinh Té da dugc ddo, liy Truong Duc
dugc dip 1én déu tur y thic xay dung nay. Ching ta nén
cd gang chip nhan nhau, nhudng nhin va thuong yéu
nhau thi cong tac van hod, gido duc hay tur thién xa hoi
muc dich dem lai lgi ich chung cho cong dong dan toc
nhit dinh sé thanh cong vién man. Huong ho, ngudi
Phat td con c6 tAm dai bi cia Phat, co su gia ho cta chu
vi Thién than thuong trg luc cho minh thi nguyén vong
chung clia ching ta - xdy dung ngbi chia Phd Tu dé ¢6
noi tu tdp Chanh phap chic chin sé thanh tuu. m

Mit khéc, toi lai phai dua ra con dudng tu hoc Phét
phap c6 lgi ich nhu thé nao dé huéng din cho Phit ti
biét ma viing long tin vao sinh hoat tai Pao trang. Nhu
bai viét dusi day:

—A LEN BUGNG CHUYEN HOA G—

Dic Phat qua cudc song & thé gian, da d€ lai cho
chang ta mot kho tang giao ly vé cung phong pha. o la
gia tai phap bdo ctia ngudi con Phit. Ching ta con biét
thém do mot dai su nhan duyén ma Ngai giang thé § coi
Ta Ba d€ ciiu d6 ching sanh. Vay phai ching, nhiing bai
phap d6 1a d€ cho chdng ta tim cach chuyén héa cudc dai
dau khé cdia minh thanh ra an vui lgi ich? Ding vay, Phat
phép dugc xem nhu 13 phuong thudc dé chita cin bénh
tram kha 4y ctdia chng sanh.

Nhin lai cudc song ma ching ta c6 trudc mat, minh
6 thé nhan ra mot dieu: rat nhiéu lo 1ing, budbn phien
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X4y ra tiing gid, ting phat. Hai ngudi chao nhau rat than
mat, ra chiéu tuong dic nhung chi chéc lat sau, khi dé
cap van dé ma hai ngusi khong c6 ciing quan diém lai
ndy sinh ra cii va. Va chi chdc lat sau théi, 10i qua tiéng
lai d6 da bién thanh mét cudc “chién tranh ngdm” gitta
hai ngudi. Khong nhin mat nhau, khéng chiu lam hoa va
c6 ngudi con git trong 1ong con gidn, ndi dau dé hang
thang, hang nim. Vi ddu ma xay ra ¢d su dang tiéc nhu
vay? Thua chi vi cong nghiép chung cta ching sanh &
coi Ta Ba 1a luon ludn dau tranh, chdp nga. Cong thém
biét nghiép clia mébi ngudi, nhicu tap khi théi quen con
vuéng mic trong long sé két hop lai. Khi gip diéu kién
thuan lgi, phién ndo san han chat chia sé bung nd. P 1a
nguyén nhan tao nén bao sy dau khd & gitia ¢oi tran gian
nay.

Nhan thtc duge nhu vy 1a budc dau cla viée tu tip
cho ban thin ctia minh. Piéu ndy rat quan trong va cin
thiét, vi cling nhu ngudi chién si ra tran phai biét giic
& dau. O day, glac tham, sin va si ndm ngay trong long
minh. Chidng ta can c¢6 chanh niém dé nhan dién mdi khi
phdi doi dién véi ching. Budc ké tiép la thanh tAm phat
nguyén chuyén héa con ngudi ctia minh, sy chuyén héa
tir tdm tu cho dén cach 1Ing XU bén ngoal Trudc hét, ta
nén tim nhing co mgpe— -
hoi tot dé c6 nhing
sinh hoat tdm linh
v6i mot ting than
1A mot loi ich rat
16n. Ong cha ta da
c0 cau: dn com o

1!

Time is the enemy.
Meet it, and go
beyond it.”

—J. Krishnamurti
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canh, tu hanh c6 ban. Cé dugc su hd trg, nang dd cla
ting than, ching ta sé c¢6 thém niém tin dé tu tap va
vugt qua nhitng khd khin trudc mat. § trén c6 néu ra
muc dich chinh ctia viéc dén nhén gia tai phap bao 1a dé
chuyén héa con ngusi clia minh. Cho nén téi day chic
1a chtng ta da biét 12 minh phai lam gi. Xin thua: Can c6
mét sy chuyén huéng va thay déi trong 161 song, cach
ti€p xtc ctia ban than qua than tim.

Poi véi than, ching ta can c6 y thic chinh xac vé
nhu ciu ca nhan nhét 13 nhu cdu tu nhién va cin thiét
1a &n udéng. Diing ganh thém ng cho minh nda! An uéng
d€ nudi than, giit mang séng cho minh chd khong nén
vong tudng dén mui vi béo bd hay thom ngon clia mén
dn. Thic &n nhu son hio héi vi ngon lam ciing chi qua
dau ludi ma thoi, sau dé6 moi thic dn dugc tiéu héa nhu
nhau. Can c6 sy van dong dé€ mau huyét diu hoa tao mot
su quan binh cho co thé. Ping lam viéc qua do mét nhir
r0i nam d6 ma than thé. Lai phai dé phong bénh tit qua
cach dn udng, ngt nghi cda minh. Bi bénh 1a kho 1&m!
Khong 1am dugc gi ca. Biét vay, thi ta phai phong bénh,
diing d€ dén d6 “&n khong ngon, ngl khong yén” méi
cau ctiu bac si. Khi thdy c6 triéu chiing do, chi vai ngay
thoi 1a chdng ta canh giac roi. Coi thi 1y do gi? Co phai vi
ham lam giau, thich tiéc tong hay gip canh trai ngang.
Cho du nguyén nhan nao di nia thi ching ta can stia déi
cach séng, 1am thé nao dé tranh tinh trang té hon. Nhu
vy 1a minh biét cach chim séc than cda minh.

Bay gid minh tim hiéu vé tam. Tam thi phic tap hon
nhiéu nhung phuong phap ap dung thi giong nhau thoi.
Nghia 13 minh cin ¢6 chanh niém dé biét minh dang
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& trang thai ndo. Vui hay buodn, tinh tin hay gidi dai,
ham chai hay thich lam viéc tu thién, vv... Sau d6, minh
nuong vao chanh kién va su tu hoc ctia minh d¢ dinh
doat s6 phan cia minh. Minh muén gi? Muén tot, hanh
phic thi hay lam viéc tot, gieo duyén hanh phtc an vui.
Pimg dé tim minh budng lung nhu vugn chuyén canh
ma khong biét vé dau. Trong tiing phat gidy cda su song,
ching ta phai biét minh dang lam gi, § dau?

Trong trudng hgp c6 su bat an. Ching ta lién bat tay
vao viéc chuyén hoéa tim niém bt an do thanh ra an 6n.
Chi bang cach trd lai hai thg chanh niém. Nhic tham véi
minh: Dai ca oi! Dung c6 tréi giat séng ho, lam nguoi
cung ti nda. Tré vé ddy cho em nho. Mot khi tim da
trd vé véi than roi, ta lai nd nu cudi trén moi. Béi vi
minh dang c6 su song trong gidy phat hién tai. Khi néi
con tdc gidn ciing vay. Ta hiy din long xudng ma nghi
vang: gign lam gi cho mét tdm thdin he! Khong thém
gian dit nita dau, ra cudc dat trong hoa hay tudi cay, di
bach bd quanh vuon. Va nhd su trong lanh cda thién
nhién, khodng muodi, mudi 1am phat sau 13 tAm ta dugc
nhe nhang an 6n, bao diéu buc boi trudc day c6 thé tan
bién trong gi6 mat va huong hoa.

D6 1a nhiing diéu cin ban c6 thé thuc tip dé ching ta
chuyén héa than tdm cta chinh minh. Tt d6, sy an vui
hanh phc sé dén véi ching ta theo dinh luit nhan qua:
c0 tu thi co ching. m

Viéc xy cdy tién hanh déu din 1a nho cong dic rat
16n cta anh Nguyén va moi ngudi. C6 lac ciing c6 kho
khin, rat bat ngd va 1am toi mat ngd nhiéu dém. Nhu vu
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kiém ké phan xay cat trai dudng ching han. Khi ching
ta nap don cho building department, vi khong da nhan
vién, nén ho muén mét vin phong kién trac bén ngoai
xét ho so. Chic ciing vi khong c6 lién lac chit ché véi sé
Cttu Hda nén, viéc nay hoan tit ma khong cé6 su dong
thuan ctia moi phia. Cho dén mgt hom, ho mdi toi 1én dé
no6i chuyén, chi vi cai setback ctia mai nha dai hon 5 feet
quy dinh. Dang co, mat hét 6 thang, va cudi cing tim
dugc gidi phap: ching ta nhd mot ky su chuyén mén vé
ctiu héda (fire engineer) tir Denver, ton $5,000, cho mot
chiét tinh va sta d6i hgp 1y. Nhu quy vi thay, hién nay,
tat cd cac 6ng thong hoi trén mai déu chuyén qua phia
trudc va btc tudng vé phia hang x6m phai dong thém 3
16p van dic biét chong lia!

Thai gian nay, toi viet cac bai dudi day dé khing dinh
quyét tim ctia Pao trang, vd mong udc moi ngudi ciing tu
hoc thém nita, dong gop thém nita cho ngoi chua chung.

—® TAY TRONG TAY G—
QUYET TAM XAY DUNG

Hon mot nam qua, ching ta da cung nhau lam viéc
dé xay dung chua Phé Ti. Hinh dnh ngoi chiia trong du
phong tur tir hién ra trudc mit ching ta sau bao thoi gian
cOng qua, ciing nhu ban thao va lién lac v6i nhing noi
lien hé. Pi dau ciing c6 ngudi héi, bao gid thi d6 mong,
[én tuong? Lac nao thi co thé 1am 1& Phat Dan § ngoi
chtia méi? Cha, chd dau xe rong rai, ma phi tén c6 nhitu
khong? Bao nhiéu thic mic va ciing 13 bdy nhiéu tim
long.
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Duong nhu thoi gian di rat chim, bao nhiéu thd tuc
nhiéu khé xuét hién nhu ching mang dén su nén néng,
doi chd cla ching ta. Va tudn vua roi 1a thai gian hoi
hop nhat; cudi cling ai ndy thd phao nhe nhom khi nhin
dugc gidy phép dé nha thau bit dau cong viéc ban dat
dua hé thong dién nudc vao khudn vién chua. Td gidy
phép ciing thuong thoéi. Chit k¢ cia nhan vién phu trach
cting khong bay buém gi Idm. T4t ca déu rat binh thuong.
Ciing la chi chat xiu d6 ma ton khong biét bao nhiéu 1a
gidy muc, hop hanh, ban thao va... chd doi. Nhiing ric r6i
ay la:

— Ai ngd hé thong thoat nudc lai 161 théi dén nhu vay
khi ki su ctia cong ty Lea & Sung kham phé ra c6 hai ong
cong nam dudi dudng nhua trude chiia bi bé phé tu... 40
nidm trudc. Vay 13 phai lién lac v6i nhiéu vin phong dé
xin ho so goc, tim cach gidi quyét cho 6n théa.
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— Roi mua xudng, nudc chdy di dau? Luat 1é quy dinh
12 nudc mua khong dugc dong lai, hay chdy tran qua
duong 1o 1am kho khin cho viéc di lai ctia ngudi di duong
nhat 1a cac cu 16n tudi hay tré em di hoc. Do d6 lai phai
thay d6i ban vé, hop hanh, tim cach gidi thich dé tim sy
cam thong tir moi phia.

— Pén ldc nhan duge ban udc tinh ton phi cta ki su
thi ai ndy cung tron mat nhin nhau, ¥ nhu mudn phat
biu: sao cao dit vay???? Cha, kinh khiing qua!!!

Ciing tai minh nghéo nén thdy con sd trén ban chiét
tinh dai qua phai giut minh! Ong ba minh da ¢6 cau: lam
nha thém ba [an vén, nghia 13 phai chuin bi tdim tu dé
thém nhiing thtt tién linh kinh ma minh... ching hé ngo
toi.

Con bao nhiéu thtt khac nita. Chi néu ra nhu vay dé
ching ta hiéu ma thuong nhiéu hon. Bén canh nhing
khé khin do, ching ta tao dugc rat nhiéu niém vui.
Nhiing budi com chay than mat dugc t6 chic & hoi
truong gy quy xay dung chiia Phg Tit. Tiéng cudi, tiéng
n6i hoa 1an véi nhau trong hoa hop tin tuéng. Tuy ring
mai chua chua dugc lgp, tuong vach chua dung lén, ma
tinh thuong da hién hién trong &nh mit trong su gop tay
lam dep cudc doi. Hai mudi nam sau, con em chang ta
16n lén va sé thua huéng thanh qud tit nhiing tdm long
cao quy nay. C6 em sé ndi: ngay xua, ba ndi tui ting lam
cong qua dé xay chua d6. Hay: bay gid thi chia rong rai,
kha rdi, ch nghe néi, lac méi bit dau khé 1§m, phai tiét
kiém ttung xu d6. Em noi trong sy hanh dién sung suéng!

Ching ta ciing da chung gop tiing “dong bac 1¢”
trong cac hop cong diic mang vé ting gia dinh lam quj
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xdy dung ngoi chua chung.

R6i nhiing budi cong qua, dong gop bang chinh stc
luc, m6 héi cda minh. Bao nhiéu cé dai, g6 vun, cy coi
déu duge don sach dé nhudng chd lai cho trai dudng,
chanh dién, doan quan GPPT... Hinh dnh nao c6 thé ghi
nhén tron ven nhiing ban tay, tim long chan thanh va
tha thiét d6? Cé ching 1a & trén cao, chu Phit ching
minh thuong x6t. T chiing xuét gia dén nhiing ban hitu
Xa gan, v6i ngudi Phat td day dao tdm, ching ta da that
su sat canh bén nhau. Ngoai ra, ciing xin ké dén tdim
long quy bau cdia nhan vién chinh quyén, trudng hoc va
hang xom. Ai cling té ¥ cdm thong va an can. Chua thay
c6 mot 161 phan déi, phan nan nao vé cong tac xiy dung
chiia cda ching ta. Trong rat nhiéu tdm tinh dang quy
ndy, xin dugc ghi vao day 16i phat biéu clia mot ky su
ngudi ngoai quoc. “I enjoy it”, anh néi nhu vay trong khi
cim cui thiét k& do 4n thudc phan chuyén mon cda anh
cho ngoi chua ching ta. Bén cay thudc vé va thao thic
véi ngon dén khuya, anh dem von liéng thu thap dugc
trong truong coHng chanh dé ciing véi 161 cau nguyén clia
moi ngudi con Phat xay dung chon nay thanh noi Tinh
Thuong dugc khai phat va Cam Thong dugc chan hoa.

Hin nhién, con duong di dén con dai, cong viéc con
bé bon nhung ai nay déu ving long dé hoan tat cho ding
¥ nguyén nhu chdng ta da viing tim bén chi trong sudt
thoi gian qua. Cau nguyén Ho phap, Thién than gia hd
cho ching ta g3p dugc thuin duyén dé s6m hoan thanh
mai chua chung, lam noi tu tdp dem lai lgi ich cho moi
ngudi con Phat.



