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Trong nhiing ngudi ban ¢ nét “dac biét” cha toi, cing
c6 mot anh, trudc kia 1a linh Khong quan, gio day la luat
su ctia mot van phong da bién ho cho khong it nhing
than chid ngusi Viét truéc vanh moéng ngua. Anh ciing
1a gido su mon Triét hoc & San Jose City College. Nhiing
ban khéc 1a bac si, ky su, ké ca nhit ng ngudi thanh coéng
trén thuong trudng, nganh dia 6¢ & x ngudi... déu phai
trdi qua nhiing tranh ddu cam go, thi thach ngat ngan &
x( van minh va nhiéu co hoi tién than nay.

—® TIM LAI DAU XUA G —

Hom nay, 13 ngdy Thit By, 26 thang 12 nim 2015,
sau 40 nim, toi trd lai thim San Francisco dé tim lai ddu
XU, ngudi ci. Rat nhiéu thay déi, buén vui 1an 1on trong
long.
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Khi ra di ti chtia Phé Tt § Hayward, t6i mic chiéc
40 &m ma hoi tu thién Salvation Army da ting cho tdi,
mdot ngudi ty nan: véi long biét on. Toi da 1ai xe vdi long
can trong va tdm tu thoai mai. Khac véi [an dau tién, khi
nhd anh Lé Quang Rong huéng din tip lai xe ma bi tai
nan trén dudng Turk Street, gan truong University of San
Francisco, 38 nam trudc. Lac dé, toi rat lo sg, khong biét
phdi 1am gi, chic 1a khong goi Canh sat dugc roi vi tiéng
Anh con kém, luit 1é chua thong. Bay gio thi toi tu tin
hon nhiéu, khong con lo 18ng khi 1én xe nita.

T6i trd lai nhitng con dudng cii tif ngdy dau tién dén
day. Nao 1a cin apartment trén duong Hayes, so 1534,
r0i dén ngdi chg Petrini’s, r6i chay mot vong qua Vién
Dudng 1o St. Anne’s trén dudng Lake, r6i queo qua dai
16 Geary va thing ra Ocean Beach.

Ngbi 4n trua va trudc mét toi 13 bién cd Thai binh
duong, séng dap vao bd, trang xdéa. C6 vé khong co gi
thay d6i nhung chic chin, nhin siu, ta sé thay moi vat
da bién chuyén qua nhiéu. Ciing nhu viy, t6i nhin lai
ngdi truong xua da cho toi von liéng sinh ngi dé séng
con trén x@ ngudi (survival English) nim trén dudong
Hayes, nay da tré thanh mot chi nhanh cada City College
of San Francisco, John Adams Center.

Con ngdi chtia Nhat ngdy nao, nay 13 trung tdm Thién
dinh day Yoga. Day 13 noi ma thay tro chang toi to chic
1& Phat Ddn d4u tién nam 1976 va da thinh mai HT Thich
Huyén Vi vé chiing minh, cht 18 va thuyét gidng, Toi con
nh6, hém d6, On Linh Son gidng dé tai “Vo Thudng” va
nhing 16i day cdia On dn sau vao tdm thdc cla toi, dua
dén quyét dinh xuét gia sau nay.
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Noi t6i dén dau tién 13 dia chi 1808 Fulton Street, goc
dudng Masonic, nay tda nha vin con y nguyén nhung da
c6 clia sat, va bén trong xay cat thanh ra 12 cén hd, 16n
hon lac trude rat nhiéu. Dic biét, cin nha ting trét véi 3
phong ngd, § s6 1661 cung dudng, ma Su Ong Kim Son
thué cho anh em t6i &, va d€ thanh 1ap NPP Tt Quang,
ma noi d6 toi da phat nguyén Xuét Gia, theo dudng Gidi
thoat cia chu Phét, nay cting bé thé hon nhiéu, tin trang
thanh mdt cin nha 2 tng, cao l6n khac thudng.

Mot noi ma t6i khong bao gid quén, do 1a noi toi dugc
chinh thtc 1am 18 thé phat, phat nguyén Xuat gia vao
sang sém ngay via Phat xuat gia nim 1977.

T6i boi hoi nhé lai nhitng ky niém co lién quan dén
viéc hoc hanh cda minh, sudt 10 nim dau tién & thanh
pho nay. Trong d6, c6 mdt ngudi ban hoc, goc ngudi
Nhat, hon t6i dén 40 tudi, va hoc chung véi toi trong
mdt 16p My thuat & SF State. Cung t6t nghiép cd nhan
nidm 1985, ba cu ké lai hoan canh cda minh. Ba 16n 1én &
Hawaii, 18y chong khi vita xong Trung hoc nén khong lén
Pai hoc dugc. Ba phai chd dén khi vé huu réi, gia dinh
yén on, c6 chau ndi, chau ngoai, BA méi trd lai hoc cap
dai hoc. Pay 1a mot trong nhiing ngudi ban tdi tran quy
nhét vi tinh than hiéu hoc rat cao.

Toi ciing trd lai con

,, duong Clement, noi cb
g cong dong ngusi Hoa
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nhiing ngudi A chau, tiém &n Tau, Bank of the West...
T6i nhé nhitng ngudi ban hoc goc Tau cia téi nhu Rita,
Rose trong 16p English 28 & CCSF. Gi¢ day chic ai ciing
gia hét r6i. Con nhiing ngudi ban Viét nam trong VSC
Hoi Sinh Vién Viét Nam nita, ma gan day nhat, 1a anh D&
Van bam c6 ghé Chua tham to6i. Thoi do, sao ma hang
say, sot sang vd cing vdi nhiing hoat dong & san truong
dai hoc. C6 mot [an toi ra tng c Student Council, ciing
di rai gidy tranh ct, va 1én buc néi chuyén dé gi6i thiéu,
kéu goi sinh vién vé nhiing du tinh hoat dong ctia minh
& Student Union. Téi thua cudc nhung ciing thdy vui vi
da théa man v6i mau ham hoat dong cda minh!

Toi c6 cam tudng, san truong dai hoc gig day cing
khéc véi 40 ndm trudc, vé mit kién tric, xdy cat co sé
cting nhu hoat dong, smh hoat hang ngay. Gi¢ day, toi

]  thdy ¢o bang quang
cao digital kiéu méi. Co
' thém nhiéu noi danh
© riéng cho xe dap, bike
lane hay parking spaces.
Vui nhat, vin 13 nhiing
ky niém ctia nhiing ndm
den sach, hét stc lac
quan va didy md mong.

—A CHUT LONG BIET ON G—

Trong thoi gian dau tién song trén dat My véi tim
trang lo ling, mot thain mgt minh, toi da giip dugc nhiing
tam long tir 4i, nhiing sy giGp dd ma toéi khong bao gio
quén. Xin ghi lai ddy mét vai trudng hgp dién hinh:
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1. That 1 tai hoa 16n roi khi mat tat ca gidy to ching
nhén tu cich phap Iy ctia minh chi sau 2 ngay dén San
Francisco! D6 1a lic toi di 1én vian phong ctia Hoi Thién
nguyén dé lam gidy td ty nan, vé ¥ danh mat gidy to
chita trong mdt bi thu 16n, ma khi xuét trai vin phong Ty
nan da cap cho. Ha hon, chi tuan sau thi nhan lai dugc
so gidy to d6 vi trén bi thu t6i c6 ghi dia chi ctia minh,
nén ngudi nhit dugc da vui 1ong dan tem géi lai cho toi
qua dudng gidy buu dién. Tuy vdy, vao hom bi mat gidy
to, dang ding chd 6 tram xe buyt ngay goc dudng Van
Ness va McAllister, toi da gap dugc &n nhan. D6 1a mot
ngudi dan ba, tudi trung nién, tudng toi khong co tien di
xe buyt nén cho t6i 25 cents. T6i noéi 16i cam on, khong
nhan tién nhung nhin tim long nhén 4i bang ca trai tim
minh. Chinh ba da day cho t6i bai hoc vé tinh thuong
nhan loai ctia xa hoi Tay phuong. Téi tin tudng & thién
tam, long tot cia con ngudi. Ro rang, khi gip hoan nan,
ching ta méi cdm nhéan dugc tdm long vang do. Po 1a
kinh nghiém dau tién trén dat My vé long nhan i, gitp
dd nguoi khac, ma chinh t6i da hoc dugc bai hoc kinh
nghiém. Nh¢ dé, sau ndy, khi c¢6 nguoi dén chta xin ta
tc, hay yéu cau gitp dd, toi ludn sdn sang, xem nhu 1a
mdt sy trd on cho ngudi dan ba tot bung dé.

2. Sau khi hoc xong chuong trinh ESL, t6i nap don
xin vao dai hoc cong dong, City College of San Francisco.
Khong may, gidy td ct bi trac trd, ho khong nhin don ma
t6i ciing khong hiéu ly do vi sau nia. Toi rat bubn! Hém
do, vao nam 1978, t6i 1én van phong Admissions nho
ctiu xét ho so xin nhép hoc cda toi; trong lic dang ngoi
budn, khoc mot minh, rat budn, thi cé6 ba Helen Brosnan
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di ngang qua va héi thdm. Téi trinh bay hoan canh cda
minh. Ba nghe xong, vao vin phong, tim ra ho so nhap
hoc ctia toi va gitp toi hoan tat thd tuc. Nhg do, ma mua
Thu nam 1978, toi chinh thdc la sinh vién. Tt do, hang
niam, cG dén ngay 1& Gidng sinh, toi lai géi thiép chiac
mung va cam on ba. C6 nidm, t6i mua hoa dem dén tin
nha ba dé cam on. Khong ngd, nha ba & cach noi toi tam
tra chi c6 3 blocks duong.

3. Nhung c6 1&, long biét on 16n lao nhét cda toi lai
danh cho cac Seour ¢ Vién duéng lao St. Anne, gido phai
Little Sisters of the Poor, chuyén nudi cac nguci gia.
Toi hudng trg cap xa hoi dugc 2 thang thi dugc gdi hoc
khéa Trg ta (nurse assitant) dé c6 thé tu tac kinh té theo
chuong trinh huin nghé¢ ctia Nha Xa hoi. Hoc dugc 6
tuan thi bit dau vao thuc tap  vién dudng ldo ndy, va
sau khi t6t nghiép da dugc nhan vao lam viéc chinh thc,
dugc tra luong 2 dollars/mot gio. Ban dau, toi lam ca nhi,
tir 2 gi6 30 chitu dén 11 gio khuya, va di hoc vao budi
sang. Gitt dugc thdi cong phu sang va chap tac ¢ chua.
Nhung dén nim 1980 thi t6i mudn hoc nhiéu hon, nén
trinh bay hoan canh va tim nguyén cda minh, thi s
Clair, y ta truéng cho biét 1a cic so sin sang chip thuin
cho t6i lam part time, nghia 1a khodng vai ngdy mét tuan,
dé ¢6 thi gio theo dudi viéc hoc & trudng cho dugc day da.
Ciing c6 khi t6i muén danh thi gid cho viéc tu tip, thi cac
so cling hoan hy, tim ngudi thay thé. Cac so danh moi
dé dang cho con dudng tién than cta tdi, cho dén ngay
toi tot nghiép dai hoc 2 nim, dem tdm chiing chi 1én cho
van phong, thi dugc tang luong thém 75 cents mot gid!

Lac lam viéc ¢ vién dudng ldo thudc truyén thong
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Co doc, t6i ciing hoc héi duge nhiu dieu bd ich cho viéc
quan tri ngdi chua sau nay. Budi sang ndo, me bé trén va
cac so déeu co gid cau nguyén. Co ldc, toi thdy moi ngudi
di bo & vudn sau, néi chuyén, trao d6i rat vui vé. Thi ra,
doi song tap thé di thudc ton gido nio khi c6 tinh huynh
dé thi sy tuoi mat, an vui cing dugc thé hién ro nét. Toi
thich 161 song do, va sau khi suy nghi cin ké, téi phat tim
xuat gia. Chd 6 ndm sau, d€ tha thach chinh minh, hoc
héi thém vé tinh trang sinh hoat cda xa hdi ty phuong,
va tdi sén sang tho gi6i Sa di ndm 1983, chinh thdc budc
vao hang ngii clia ngudi Viét nam xuét gia trén xi My.

Sau khi t6t nghiép dai hoc 4 nim, t6i chuyén qua lam
viéc cho hé thong University of California, nén nghi viéc
G vién dudng lao. Hom trudc, trd lai nai day sau hon 30
nam, co sé nay da dugc kién thiét rong 16n hon nhiéu, va
bao nhiéu ky niém than thuong hién vé. Khong biét cac
so bay gig, chic da 16n tudi hét roi, dang tu niém & dau?
Céac ong Frank, Leo... chic da vé véi Chta, c6 con nhé
dén nhiing lan t6i tim rida, chdm séc cho cic 6ng? Toi
tin tudng, tinh nguodi ma c6 thém tinh thuong nhan loai
vio nia thi rat dep dé, tuyét voi.
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—A NHUNG KY NIEM KHO QUEN G—

Chua Tu Quang bay gig, trén duong Duboce Avenue,
dugc tao mai ti ndm 1978. Lac ndy, toi dang & tro trén
duong Fillmore va vai noi 6 khu vuc Richmond District
dé di lam cho tién, va nhu c6 dé cap & trén, toi muon lin
16n véi cudce séng, tim hiéu cho cin ké trudc khi quyét
dinh dat khoat cho con dudng xuat gia clia minh. Mua
dugc vai thang thi Thay goi téi vé, néi chuyén. Binh
thuong, thi toi di thuc tap thién quan é Trung tim Thién
clia ngudi My, chi nhat thi vé chua.

Thay néi, truéc kia NPD Tt Quang 13 cin nha chat
chdi, cht bay gid ¢6 chua roi, nén vé & chung dé tu tap.
To6i nghe 161 Thay, sip xép moi thi lién hé roi vé chua
thuong trd, lam cha diéu dang nghia. Dt ¢6 3 ting nhung
chinh thtc chi c6 2 phong ngt théi. Phai danh cho quy
Thay trudc, cho nén, toi cling tim cach “ngid nghi” § cau
thang. Nhung trong 1ong thi rat vui, cuong quyét danh
thi gid tu hoc véi moi ngudi. Lic trudc, chi c6 mot thay
mdt trd, nhung bay gid da c6 thém quy Thay khéc, dong
dao Phat t& nén sinh hoat ciing khéi sic hon. Téi nhd,
Thay c6 mé l6p Phat phap hing tuin cho ching thuong
tra. C hoc xong mot tii liéu Phat phap, toi lai viét mot
bai tiéu ludn nap Thay. Pay 1a cach ma toi hoc dugc trong
dai hoc. Cuéi khéa, sinh vién nao ¢ viét thém tiéu luin
thi ¢6 thém diém phu troi. T6i tht ap dung phuong phap
gido duc ngoai dién va trong viéc tu hoc ctia minh, va
thay c6 két qua rat tot. Sau khodng 1 nidm, toi thay tién
bd va rat viing tin vao ban than minh. Téi danh nhiéu thi
gid doc sach vé Thién, vé Vin héa, lich st. Song song véi
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viéc hoc & trudng, toi trui luyén kha ning viét bang cach
1am bao Huéng Pao, cong tac véi bao Nguon Song, Phat
gido Viet Nam... cho dén lic, Thay di holing phap céc tiéu
bang, thi giao 16p Phat phéap vao tdi thi siu cho t6i phu
trach.

Kinh khing 18m, ban di! Trong long thi lo ma khong
dam cai 16i Thay, chi c6 nudc “udéng thudc liu” ma thoi.
Toi ¢6 gang soan bai gidng cho dugc chu dao, bing cich
doc vai ba tai liéu vé dé tai do, roi soan dan bai trudc vai
ba ngay, cudi ciing, ngdi tinh niém 30 phat trudc khi
giang. Lic ndy toi chua tho gi6i Sa di, chi mic ao trang
lam ma théi. Va, néi nho cho ban nghe thoi, toi cing
khong hiéu nhd dau ma toi co thé gidng Bat chanh dao,
kinh Phap Hoa dugc. Con gitt lai ddy 1a nhiing biang giang
ma bac Thién Kinh thau lai hang tuin. Nghe ciing tron
tru, vui vé, va 16p hoc cang ngay cang phét trién rong rai
toan ving. Cho dén mot hom, Thay vé chiia sau chuyén
di xa, va cho phép toi t6 chic 18 tot nghiép, phat bang
cho hoc vién. Dén ldac d6, t6i méi biét 1a minh hoan tat
cong tac mot cach tot dep, cing nho Thay, ddy manh
xu6ng nudc cho nén minh mdi biét boi!

Trong khoang thoi gian nay, nhing ky niém vui khac
vé viéc gdi kinh sach va in bao tai chua, toi da ghi lai
trong cac tac pham “tinh dao, nghia doi” va “tai sao toi
di tu”. C6 lac, t6i nghi nhiing viéc do chi xay ra, hay hién
htu trong thé gii phim dnh ma thoi.

Cang tu tap, lam viéc, va t6 chiic cac ngay Quan niém
luu dong trong ving Bay Area, tdi méi thay 16 con ngudi
ctia minh. Tbi thich lam viéc véi tudi tré, di sdu vao tim
linh, hon 13 nhiing nhu cu tang 1€ hay ti thién xa hoi. Do
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do, sau khi tho gi6i Ty kheo trong gi6i dan Pai Nguyén do
Tong Hoi PGVN tai Hoa Ky 6 chic tai chiia Kim Quang
vao nim 1985 va, ciing nim, tot nghiép dai hoc, toi xin
phép Thay vé Hayward lap dao trang.

Thoi gian & Tt Quang rat vui. Toi vin tin tudng, & xd
My nay, ching ta kho ma tim dugc mot moi truong thuan
lgi va thich hgp hon cho viéc hoc tap ctia gidi xut gia va
nudi dudng doi song tinh than, nhét 13 xu huéng gan
giii v6i tudi tré, dem dao vao doi. T Quang vin mai mai
1a chiéc néi ém am cho toi 16n 1én trong tinh dao. Bic
tranh Bén Suma anh Vi Tién Thay vé, dang trung bay &
phong t8 ting trén, van 13 mot ky niém khé quén trong
long toi. Qay Thay Thién Tudng, Hanh Tuin, Hanh Min,
Su ¢6 Thanh Tinh, Thanh Binh... da ra di. Xe Pinto cling
khong con, va hinh dnh ciéa cu Ptc Hanh tin tuy niu
an cho chu Tang hang ngay ciing theo véi thoi gian ma
bién mat. Dii cho bao nhiéu vat d6i sao ddi trén coi doi,
nhung hinh dnh ngbi chiia Tt Quang than yéu vin song
mai trong long t6i v6i tAm niém biét on khon ctung, nhé
mai cin chai nhé véi nhing gio say sua doc sach thanh
hién, va gidy phat yén tinh tuyét voi, tuoi dep trong tim
tu cdia chinh minh. Bai the du6i day gidp toi by t phan
nao tim trang ctia minh:

Dém hom qua ngoi nghe hoi thé
Ldng yén nhin tro lai bén trong

Ba ngan thé gidi thong dong

Pong tdy nam bdc déu khong la nha.

T6i biét, da dén ldc minh phai roi t6 am dé 1én dudng.
T6i soan thdo va trinh Thay du &n thanh lp Trung tim
Phét gido 6 Hayward. Thay hoi buén nhung cudi cling,
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cting cho phép to6i 1én duong “lap nghiép” cho thoa chi
binh sanh! Ngay 1& An Vi, t6i thinh Thay chiing minh,
chd 1& cau nguyén. Thay khong cho qua gi cd, nhung,
véi toi, mon qua quy gia nhat 1 on gido dudng to 16n cta
Thay ma t6i da tho nhin qua bao nhiéu nim trong cudc
song tu hanh.



