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mot thoi diém nao do, ngudi ta thuong cho
phép nhau nhin lai cbomg duong da qua nbat
la con duong dé lai phia sau ddng ddic nbwng moc
doi doi. Nbin lai khong chi la boai niém ma la suy
gam nhiing diéu da lam, chiém nghiém cdi thic tai
xdy ra khién con ngudi phdi fim cdch thich 1ing véi
hoan canbh mdai.

Toi dén My da duoc 40 ndm vao liic tudi thanh
xudn vita thodt ra khdi con I6c lich sit phii phang
bomg viéc ddt chan dén mot phuong troi xa la voi
béi canb vin béa xd hoi hoan toan di biét. Y nghit
ban dau nbu cudc phiéu heu ciia canb diéu trudc
gi6 dd sém qua, nhuong chb cho y thiic 16 rét vé mor
huiéng di ndy sinbh nbuw I6p ré cay mai iom bam chdit
xuéng mot dinh sé. Nbin lai chang duong da qua,
long that nao nao nbu khi gzd lai trang ghi chép cil.
Ky niém dit vui hay budn, thdm thiét bay mo ho van
nhu doa hoa lam cudc doi giau thém p nghia. Nén,
xin muon nhiing dong nay, trudc dé tri ta tham an
ma cudc doi, tinh nguoi chan chita danb cho; sau,
aé nbu manhb guong soi lai chan dién tam hon sau
bao dién bién. Chit nghia cé nhitng gidi han va
khong gidi bay tron ven duoc nbi niém. Chi mong
ditoc hiéu cho ring dit van canh la v6 thuong, di
dong doi kbong ngitng xudbi chdy nhung chiit nbhan
duyén tao duoc khién dao tinh xin mdi khdc ghi,
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nguyén lam ban dong hanb dé cung di chung trén
con duong fim vé bén gidc.

Nhitng diéu ghi chép trong tap vin nhé nay

ducoc xép ddt tia nhu vién da ddt lam ddu moc trén
duong di, tuy gian nan nhung chdng lay chuyén y
chi. Nbhiing vién dd chdng nhiing ddanb ddu tiing
chdng duong clia cudc hanhb trinb tim vé an lac ma
con c6 p nghia ciia moi thit thdach duoc viot qua,
ctia tung giai doan truong thanh da dat duoc:
— Khdi dau la nbhing ngay dau tién trén ddt My
vao ndam 1975, tie trdn dt ndi bo vo biang mot dinb
huéng cho cd tam linh ldn cudc doi hanh thé. Hoc
hanh, bdt dau con duong tu tap va sinh séng & San
Francico suét 10 ndm.

— Lay Thay dé ra di véi tam nguyén hodng phdp lgi
sanh, gdy dung mot vai dia diém sinb hoat lam nén
maoéng cho viéc quy tu, duy tri va phdt trién diic tin,
huéng dén viéc hudng dan tu tdp Phat phdp va gop
phan vao viéc gido duc gidi tré.

— Ghi lai viéc xdy chiia Phd Tix tai Hayward nhu la
dong gop mot kinh nghiém trong budc duong hanhb
thé, gan nbu la cudc trdc nghiém ciia viéc doi dién
gitta mong udc voi thuc tai, cia cudc hdi ngod gitta
moi nhan duyén lam nén mot su kién, va sau nita,
la s thing thé ciia long tin vao khd ndng ciia y chi
trong moi hoan canhb.

— Sau hét, la nhiing cdm niém chan thanb, nbiing
bay 16 thiér tha ddu chua tron ven vé nbwng con
nguoi, nhitng dn nhan, nhiing canh ngd tuong
pbung trong sudt boén muoi ndm xa xit. Duyén tao
ngo tuy ngom nguii, mong manh nbu suong som,
nomg chiéu nhung hinh dnh vdn dam nér khdc hoa
ctia mau son moi.



40 NAM G MY « 7

Hoan cdnb thuong duoc ldp lai khong lau kbi
rdt gan day cudc thé nhiéu nhuong x6 ddy nhitng
nguoi 1y nan Phi chdu roi xa ddt nudc. Toi bdt gidc
nhd lai tinh canh ctia minbh ndm xua kbi troi giat
dén ddo Guam, trudc kbi budc chan vao luc dia
Hoa Ky, v6i nbi bang hoang, bo vo, c6 quanh chiia
ning ctia ké vong gia thdr thd. Trén budc duong xdy
dung lai tiong lai, c6 thé nhitng ngudi tirng trdi qua
kinh nghiém lac loai, lai c6 co hdi gap lai nhau, 6m
lai chdng diutong khon khé da qua. Nbu ndam 1976,
16i ciing c6 mot nguoi ban Do Thdi lac loai trong
mot I6p ESL truong Jobn Adams trén Hayes St, San
Francisco.

cing nhu nhan duyén khong thiéu trén budc
duomg doi can nhiéu nghi hic. Toi kbong quén hinb
bong nhiing an nhdn mot thoi c6 mdt trong glai
doan lam quen véi ving ddt moi. Ong Farrall va
ba Bozin day I6p Anb vin dé séng con - English
Survival - va nho ngudi, 16i hoc dioc tiéng Anb dé
song sot trén ddt Mj.

Ong kién nhdn day t6i cdch phdt am cho dung
giita van p vaf Ong Idy cay biit chi, bt t6i ngdm
gitia hai moi va doc chit pacific cho ong ng/oe/ Doc
lui, doc 161 nhiéu l&m kbi tbay tam duoc roi, Ong moi
“tha”! Bdy gio, ving oéng, t6i van con doc sai chit do.
Nh6 on gido su Farrall dd day cho t6i bai hoc ngoai
ngit dé hém nay, 16i c6 thé néi mot cau chuyén Phdt
phdp cdan bdan vdi cdc em Oanh vii trong 16 chiic
GDPT & chiia Ph6 Tir.

Gan bén muoi ndm troi qua, bao nhiéu phil van
da litng 1o troi qua trén khong, bao nhiéu bhat moc
suong lia canbh moi sém. (*) Nhitng ngudi ban ndm
xuta luu lac noi nao, con mdt ra sao? Va cd é6ng ba
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day 10i tiéng Anb ddu doi, t6i ciing chia cé duyén
may gdp lai. Nbung 14t cda da dé lai nu cudi rong
maé, danh mdt bao dung va nhitng 10i kbich 1é chan
thanh ndm nao con téa dm long ngudi ty nan trén
vang ddt mdi. D & chan roi géc bé, hay con iai
thanh phé than yéu nday, 16i chiic ban va nhiing
ngudi ban mdi: song cho tron cudc doi va cong hién
loi ich cho mudn ngudi, mudn loai vi ddi s6ng von
rdt nhiém mau, quy bdu.

Nbut nhitng lan trudc, toi xin cam on anh Trdn
Manh Toan va tiém Focus & San Jose dd danb nhiéu
thi gio dé hiéu dinb, sita doi, trinh bay cho tap sach
nay. Cam on nhitng 107 kbuyén kbich, thaim hdi ciia
nhiéu ngudi cho 16i thém nghi hic, niém vui dé hoan
thanh cong viéc vdi niém biét on sdu xa cia minb.

(*) thinh suy nhu 16 thdo d4u phé (Van Hanh)

Hayward, mot ngay mua Thu,
thang 11 nam 2015

Thich Tir-Luc

cdn dé
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“== 6is0ng §traity nan Ft. Chaffee, tiéubang Arkansas

tir ngay 5-5-1975. Bén ngay 20 thang 12 nim do,
toi xuat trai cting v6i anh Hai (Nguyén Hiu Nghién) vé
song & San Francisco, trong gidy td, nhd ba Martell bdo
trg. Nhiu ngudi néi rang, sau bao nhiéu nim, day 1a [an
dau tién bau troi ¢ San Francisco ¢ tuyét roi. Trong rat
dep va hitu tinh, nhu t6 diém cho chiéc cau Golden Gate
Bridge thém phan diém 4o. Tha that, ti ciing hai tin “di
doan” ma nghi ring, c¢6 phai thainh phd ndy han hoan
chao don to6i chang!

Ng6i nha dau tién d6 & s6 1808 Fulton Street, goc
duong Masonic, canh chg Petrini’s, c6 hai ba ting. Tbi
nhé r6 nhat 1a cu Quang Thao, chi nha, da cho t6i va anh
Hai ¢ tam dé cho Thay (Hoa thugng Tinh Tt cia Tu vién
Kim Son bay gid) tir Los Angeles 1én sdp xép cho ba thay
tro & chung. Cu da mat, dang thd ¢ chiia Phé T, nhung
hinh anh ngudi me tio tan, 1am lung vat va d€ nuéi con,
nhu trong ca dao Viét nam, vin s6ng mai trong 1ong toi.
Cu thudng bit khin mé qua, in mic theo kiéu nguoi Bic,
c6 nhudém rang den nta.
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Ho6 so bao lanh cda toi va anh Hai 1a nhd Hoa thugng
Luong Son, ma ching t6i thudng goi 1a cu Bo Pe, co
chtia 6 Hang Xanh, Sai gon lac trudc lo liéu. Duong nhu
ba Martell do, c6 chong ngudi My, md tiém &n gan bénh
vién San Francico (SF General Hospital) 1a dé ti tuc gia
ctia Cu. Toi chua [an nao gip ba Martell cd. Lac d6, c6 HT
Tuong Van ctng dang 6 d6 nia.

To6i chi  d6 mot thai gian ngan trude khi doi vé chd
moi 1a 1534 Hayes Street, # 4, goc duong Baker c6 ngoi
chtia Nhat. Moi chuyén déu do Thay sip xép. Thoi gian &
day du ngdn ngdi nhung nhiing ky niém lai nhé rat 1au,
c6 thé, vi thoi gian dau trén thanh phé méi, ma ciing vi
nhiing an nghia d6 da khic ddm trong long to6i. Nhiing
bita com chay dam bac nhung rat 4m ctng trong tinh gia
dinh, khong giong nhu § trai ty nan, vi tim trang con
hoang mang, ai roi ciing sé ra di vé ndi chon méi, nén
khong may gin bo, tha thiét.

Thoi gian dau, chic nhd nha nhiéu, lai chua c6 viéc
gi r6 rang nén toi thuong di lang thang, thd hon theo
may khéi. Cling c6 nhé vé nhiing tinh cdm than thuong
§ trai ty nan. Viéc danh may, b dau bd kinh Phap Hoa
da 12 mot nhan duyén rat 16n trong cudc doi tdm linh ctia
toi. Nguoi ban cung hop tac véi toi tén Thu. Khong ngo,
lai g3p mot ngudi con cda cu Quang Thao cing tén Thu,
1am cho bao nhiéu ky tc song lai rdit manh. Bay gio, 40
ndm sau, k& mét ngudi con, pht du bién chuyén, bé Thu
clia ndm nao bay gid 1a tién s ngdn ngl hoc clda mot
truong dai hoc néi tiéng & Y dai lgi. C6 ai ngd dugc dau!

Nhan duyén dua ddy, miy chuc nim sau, t6i gip lai
cu Quang Théo, chi Quing Y & chuia Phd T, tay bt mit
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mung, cing ké chuyén doi xua that 1a vui. Ngay cu bi
nan qua doi, t6i va Pao trang lo viéc tang 1€ cho gia dinh.
Hoi budn mot chat thoi vi biét rang cu ba da song tron
ven véi kiép ngudi, tir dat Bic dén xd ngudi, khong ngay
nao ma khong song cho con cai, gia dinh, vd moi ngudi
chung quanh. T4m guong hy sinh d6 khé ngudi bi kip.
Con céi c6 trén mudi ngudi, déu 16n khon va truéng thanh
ca. Xin moi ban nghe 16i tAm tinh mot chiing nhan, chi
bing Thi Thu, con gai thi 8 cda Cu:

Thay Tit Luc: Thua ¢6 Thu. Pay 1a tim hinh co dé
ting toi vao ngdy 28-12-1975. Pén bay gid la dang 40
nam toi van con gitt day. Trong khodng thdi gian do, toi
di tu, theo duong Pao. Con Co séng véi gia dinh, theo
duong Doi, hoc hanh 1én dén chuong trinh tién si Tam Iy
hoc. Gip lai nhau, toi rat 13 vui, v6i tinh Ban cao quy cta
chang ta.

Nhin tdim hinh cta cd, Ping thi
Thu, con gai tht 8 ctia Cy, ciing méi 8
tudi, dé ting téi ngay 28-12-1975, chi
sau mot tudn tir ngay toi dit chan dén
San Francisco, long toi that bui ngui véi
biét bao ky niém. C6 Thu bay gi cu ngu
tai Los Angeles, 13 gido su dai hoc, vin
con doc than, vui véi chit nghia, véi viéc cho diém, cham
bai. Sudt thoi gian 40 nim trdi qua, cling nhu bao ngudi
ty nan khéc, cd cdp sach dén truong, c6 tao cho minh
mdt tuong lai. Co hoc xong véan bang tién sitdm Iy hoc, &
My va § Y dai loi. Qua tin tdc tir gia dinh cho biét, ngoai
viéc giang day, c6 danh thi gio gitp dd trong cac chuong
trinh tu thién, gido duc, giup cac ban nghéo & qué huong.
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Trong nhiing ngudi ban ¢ nét “dac biét” cha toi, cing
c6 mot anh, trudc kia 1a linh Khong quan, gio day la luat
su ctia mot van phong da bién ho cho khong it nhing
than chid ngusi Viét truéc vanh moéng ngua. Anh ciing
1a gido su mon Triét hoc & San Jose City College. Nhiing
ban khéc 1a bac si, ky su, ké ca nhit ng ngudi thanh coéng
trén thuong trudng, nganh dia 6¢ & x ngudi... déu phai
trdi qua nhiing tranh ddu cam go, thi thach ngat ngan &
x( van minh va nhiéu co hoi tién than nay.

—® TIM LAI DAU XUA G —

Hom nay, 13 ngdy Thit By, 26 thang 12 nim 2015,
sau 40 nim, toi trd lai thim San Francisco dé tim lai ddu
XU, ngudi ci. Rat nhiéu thay déi, buén vui 1an 1on trong
long.



