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LOI GIOI THIEU

Téc gia bai viét trong tap sach mong nay 1a Nguyén
Hién [Nguyén Hién Buc], phap danh Nguyén Tanh, l1am
viéc tai Toa Vién truong Vién Pai hoc Van Hanh, Sai Gon
trong 10 nam (1965-1975), la cuu Truong phong Tu Thu,
Thu ky toa soan Tap chi Tu Tudng Vién Dai hoc Van
Hanh. Ong 14 nguoi da chép lai ban thao, sira 18i ban in thir,
chiu trach nhiém vé ky thuat, my thuat, gép phan hoan
thanh viéc xuat ban Trwong Bé Kinh, Trung Bé Kinh va
Kinh Loi Vang do ¢ Truéng 1o Hoa thuong Thich Minh
Chau dich tir Pali ngit; cung nhiéu tac pham Phat hoc khac
do Tu Thu Van Hanh xuat ban.

Nguyén Hién Buc ty nhan minh chi 12 mot nguoi say
mé doc sach; la mot ngudi yéu cai dep cua van chuong chir
nghia va cac gia tri van chuong hoc thuat co6 tinh nhan van.
TUr hai muoi ndm nay, sau khi nghi huu, 6ng c6 thoi gian
doc Kinh, sach Phat hoc va da thuc hién duoc nhiéu bd
Tuyén tap Phat hoc.

Nguyén Hién Puc cho ring minh dang budc dau tap
t&nh hoc Phat, véi cai trinh d6 so hoc cia minh vé nhiéu
mat. Vi thé, 6ng da chon cach tiép can tdc pham Phat hoc
mat cach cham réi, than trong, can mat véi 1ong tén trong
va kinh quy rat cao dbi véi tac gia va tac pham; doi khi 6ng
chi chon mét cach nhin, mot goc nhin nao d6 vé tac gia ma
ong da that tha trinh bay trong bai viét caa minh. Nhu vé
Ni su Gioi Huong, theo |61 6ng, thi ong doc nhirng bai tho
cia Ni su, nghe nhiéu lan trong tinh 1ing nhimg dia nhac



ciia Huong Sen, doc nhitng bai vé hanh hwong dat Phat, vé
hanh trang cua Ni gidi, V4, tiép theo 1a nhitng bai gigi thiéu
tac pham quan trong cua Ni su Giéi Huong do Hoa thuong
Man Giac, Hoa thuong Bao Lac, Hoa thuong Nhu Pién,
Thuong toa Nhat Tur, Su bad Nguyén Thanh va nhiéu chu
ton duc khéc, cling nhu cac cu si Phat tr tan than cong duc
hoang phép cua Ni su Gigi Huong.

Cudi cing, qua bai viét HUONG SEN, THO VA
NHAC nay, Nguyén Hién Ptic da thua trinh vai Ni su Gidi
Huong rang day chi 1a mot vai cam nhan ban dau tir mot
CAu rat giau dao vi va tho mong cua Ni su: “Thé gidi xung
quanh chang ta sé rdt Y Vi, nén tho, nén nhac; hay
thuwong thire!” That ngac nhién, chi la cam xdc cua mot
cau viét ma bay gio tro thanh mot cudn sach song ngir Anh
Viét dé pho bién dén ban doc. Bén canh tac pham nay,
Nguyén Hién Puc ciing tig dé& nghi chan thanh rang chu
Ni chua Huong Sen, Hoc tro va Phat tir hdy cung nhau thuc
hién Tuyén tap “40 Nam Tu Hoc va Hoing Phap ciaa Ni
sw Thich Nir Giéi Hwong”, theo dng, day 1a mét viéc can
lam vi “Loi cho minh, lgi cho nguoi va lgi cho ca hai” nhu
loi day trong kinh Phat. Nguyén Hién Puc da rat vui khi
biét rang 10i dé nghi d6 dang dugc chua Huong Sen thuc
hién va trg thanh tac pham tht 41 trong Tu Sach Bao Anh
Lac (Xin moi xem
http://huongsentemple.com/index.php/kinh-sach/tu-sach-
bao-anh-lac).

Cam kich tam long tir ton, chan thanh va kha ning
thAim dam tho vin cta Nguyén Hién Buc, ching tdi xin
tran trong gigi thiéu tdc pham HUONG SEN, THO VA



NHAC va nha vin tai ning nay dén quy doc gia than quy
cua Tu Sach Bao Anh Lac.

Hoa thang 10 thanh phé Perris, 2019
Huwong Sen Press, USA



LOI CUNG KINH DEN
NI SU TS. THIiCH NU GIOI HUONG

Tru tri chua Hwong Sen, tiéu bang California, Hoa Ky

Céach ddy hon mot tudn, trong khi tim kiém tai liéu dé
viét lai tiéu st tom tat cua Ni su Thich Nit Gisi Huong véi
cac chi tiét chon loc, can thiét, da dugc cap nhat, theo y cua
chung t6i. Chiing t6i méi bong nhd ra rang: Nam 1978, luc
Ni su méi 15 tudi, Ni su xudt gia voi Su ba Hai Triéu Am
(Pai Ninh - Viét Nam). Nhu vay, tinh dén nim 2018 nay, 13
ky niém 40 NAM XUAT GIA CUA NI SU THiICH NU'
GIOI HUONG.

Tuy mai biét va dugc hau chuyén Ni su chi nim muoi
ph(t ngan ngui tai chiia Huong Sen, roi sau d6 doc mot s6
tac pham, nhitng bai phap luan, thuyét trinh... cta Ni su.
Chi ngan ay thoi, nhung chung toi van ludn luu giit cai cam
nhan rat chan thanh va nghiém tuc nay: Rang Ni su Thich
Nit Gioi Huong 1a nguoi rat myc khiém cung, suy nghi can
mat. Rang Ni su 1a ngudi kién tdm tri chi tu hoc va hanh
Pao sudt 40 nim ay; Rang Ni su Thich Nit Gigi Huong 1a
“Nguoi gieo duyén Phat phap, gieo duyén Pao” ~ khong
ngiing nghi va khong biét moi mét. Va rat nhiéu dic khac
ma ching téi kinh trong, ngudng vong va ky vong...

Viét dén day, ching t6i bong nhd mot cach tham thia
va tim dac nhiing loi day coa Pac Phat: “Hay tw minh
thip dubc 1én ma di”; “Hay tw minh 1a hai diao cua



chinh minh...”"; “Cai gi 12 16i cdy, cai 4y s& ton tai lau
dai” (Yo saro so thassati)®. Va, Bac Phat ciing day rang:
"Hay ra di nay cac Ty kheo! Vi s an lac va hanh phuc
cho sé dong, vi sw tét dep cho doi, vi an lac va hanh
phiic cho chu thién va loai ngudi.”® Vang, 40 nim qua,
Ni su Thich Nir Giéi Huong di ra di, da 1én duong,... dé
g6p phan minh “Vi sy an lac va hanh phic cho sé dong, vi
su tot dep cho doi, vi an lac va hanh phuc cho chu thién va
loai nguoi.”

Véi tm niém nhu vay, ching t6i tam quén di mot dé
cuong chi tiét vé chuong trinh... dy dinh s& thua trinh voi
Ni su. Nhung thdi. Thay vao d6, ching toi viét bai ngan
“Huong Sen, Tho va Nhac” ndy, va s& ¢ gang viét thém
vai bai nira dé goi 1a mot chit Qua Tang nho nho, khiém
tén cung kinh ting Ni su Thich Nir Gigi Huong vao ngay
sinh nhat va Ky niém 40 nam xuét gia nay...

* k% %

Chu nhat, 27 thang 5, vo chdng va con géi chlng toi
dén Huong Sen. Pén va biét, va 1a 1an dau danh 1& Ni su
Thich Nit Gisi Huong. Khi 1& Phat Pan két thuc 1a “tha
tuc” chiic murng sinh nhat Ni su Thich Nt Giéi Huong do
Phat tor chia Huong Sen to chitc. Pon gian, nhe nhang,
nhanh gon ma sao ching t6i cam nhan duogc sy an can, Am
ap ctia nghia tinh Thay-Tro trong ky niém ddng nhd nay.

! Truong Bo Kinh 111, trang 101 ; Truong b Kinh V, 170, Hoa Thugng Minh Chéau
dich Viét.
2 Trung B0, 122.Kinh Pai khong, Mahasunnata Sutta.
3 Luat Tang (Vinaya), IV:20.
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Dip nay, Ni su Thich Nit Gi¢i Huong ting mdi nguoi
trong nhom chung t6i 2 cudn sach: Ludn Hoi Trong Ling
Kinh Lang Nghiém va Nép Séng Tinh Thire Ciia Pirc Pat-
Lai Lat-Ma XIV. Gitra trua ning néng rat da, trén duong
dén Thién vién Phap Thuén, cach chua Hueong Sen hon mot
gid xe, chung t6i nhé lai diéu nay: chung toi di “lam quen”
v6i Ni su Thich N Gidi Huong cach ddy hon mdt nam khi
chung t6i “lam” 3 Tuyén tap gém nhitng bai viét vé Phat
tich. Chiing t6i rat thich doc nhimg bai vé chuyén dé nay
cia GS Hoang Phong, TS Nguyén Tuong Bach va Ni su
Thich Nit Giéi Huong. R6i dén khi viét Loi bat cuén Moi
To Vwong Cia Huyén Tran Cong Chla cua Thay Nhu
Pién, chung toi lai dic biét “cha y” dén bai Nét Bat Bén
Song Cua cua tac gia Thich N&r Gi61 Huong. Pung la
chung to1 c6 “t0 mo” nhung to0 mo mot cach chan thanh va
thich thu. Tir nhan bai dén noi dung bai viét qua tinh 1a mot
bai THO. Vang, rat Tho va rat hay! Vi thé, dén nay ching
t6i van tin rang Ni su Gigi Huong s& 1am nhiéu tho vé mot
hinh tugng dep cua Nét But Bén Song Cira va s€ c6 nhac si,
ca s than tinh voi Ni su phd nhac va trinh bay bai tho nay.

Tuy day chi 1 nhitng cam nhan ban dau nhung né lai
dong lai trong chung toi rat sdu va rat lau. Tl nhitng cam
xuc d6, chung t6i tiép tuc cam nhdn va thuong thirc chét
Tho trong 2 cubn sach ma Ni su da ting.

Trong Loi dau cudn Ludn Hoi Trong Lang Kinh Ling
Nghiém, Ni su Thich Nir Giéi Huong viét:

“Cé mot dém Pirc Phat dimg lang 18 trim mic bén
dong séng bac. Ton gia Xa Loi Phat ciing ding phia sau va
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nhin xudng anh tring lung linh 6ng 4nh trén mit nudce, bat
giac ton gia budn ba than rang:

- “Bach dac Thé Tén! That dang thwong thay! C6
nhirng ké mo tring day nuéc dén ndi chét chim.”

- “Pung thé! That dang thwong xo6t! Nhung déng
thwong hon nita 1 nhitng ké chap rang vii tru khong tring.”

C6 nguoi tim trang day nudc, thdy anh tring lung linh
anh hién trén mat nudc, nén lao dau xuéng nude mo kiém,
nhoc strc ludng cong ma con cai kho phai bi chét chim ma
khong biét rang rat don gian chi can ngudc dau 1én thi s&
thidy duoc ngay chi hing xinh dep that. Rdi lai c6 nguoi
cho rang trén doi khong c6 tring du rang mat tring tron
vang vic van dang téa anh sang huyén diéu bao trum vii tru
khong gian do... Pay la nhiing nguoi that dang thuong,
trong kinh Thu Lang Nghiém goi 1a nhitng chiung sinh luan
hoi.”*

Trong Chuong XV. Két Khuyén, chang t61 doc di doc
lai trang cubi sach:

“Dtrc Phat nhic dé ching ta tinh ngd, quan trong 13
lac nao ciing quay vé minh, sang su6t ma lam cha lay
minh. Tam gi6i va luan hoi trong that thi chi vi mot chit
vong ma ra. Ty tanh bd dé cia ching ta von khong co
vong, ciing chang co chan.

* Luén Hai Trong Lang Kinh Lang Nghiém, NXB Van Hoa Sai Gon, 2009, tr.vii.
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Bau troi trong sdng

Khong trang, co trang

Bong trang anh hién

Pau chang la trang

Moi goi tim tring

Ngdp ndang hoang hén

Khoéng doi trung thu

Vang trang chiéu sang.”
Chung t6i doc tiép ¢ bia sau:

“Kinh Thu Lang Nghiém la mdt bg kinh thudc hé tu
tuong thuogng thira lidu nghia, rat nhicu tu tuong tham &o
an tang trong kinh.

Nhu mot vuon hoa c6 rat nhiéu hoa né dep. Tuyét
diéu nhat 14 hoa ctc trang tinh khiét néi vé Tang tanh Nhu-
lai tang, hoa clic vang noi vé mat luan chuyén cua tinh thic
nguyén minh va nhiéu hoa nira.

Noi dung cuén sach nay chi ndi vé mat y nghia “Luan
Ho61”ma trong kinh Thu Lang Nghiém c6 dé cap dén, nhu
ngudi lam vuon chi xin nhat hoa cic vang dé moi nguoi

2

xem...

% Luan Hbi Trong Lang Kinh Lang Nghiém, NXB Van Hoa Sai Gon, 2009, tr.280.
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Trong cudn Nép Song Tinh Thire Ciia Pirc Pat-Lai
Lat-Ma X1V, Ni su Thich Nit Gioi Huong viét:

“Hiy thién quan, trim tu nhimg thién ngit cua Ngai
[Duc Pat-Lai Lat-Ma XIV] dé thdm vao than khiu ¥ cua
chung ta, dé chung ta that sy hudng loi ich ciia phap vi, dé
that su chuyén héa nép sdng ciia chung ta. Chung ta duoc
may man sanh duong thoi ciing Ngai, duoc dién kién, danh
18 Ngai, duoc huong nhitng chau ngoc tir kim khau cia
Ngai - mot vi Lat Ma tai sanh. Vo ) ching sinh dau khd
dang can cau sy an tinh tdm hon va su an lac trong cudc
song. Pap mg sy cau ctru d6, Ngai da tai sanh thi hién nhu
mot Hoéa than Quan Am, mot nha lanh dao ton giao 16n,
mot bac thﬁy tam linh vi dai, mot hién than cta niém hanh
phuc thi¢n my va mot s gia mang lai sy an lac ndi tdm cho
thé gi6i bang anh sang Phat phap.

Ngai nhu mot ngdi sao sang trén bau troi!

MOt vi than tuong cho Phat gido thoi nay hudng dén!



Dtrc d6 cam hoa va su ndi tiéng ciia Ngai 1a mot cng
hién 16n cua Phat gido Tay Tang hay cua Phat gido noi
chung cho thé gidi con ngudi.

Kinh nguyén Ptc Quan Am Tenzin Gyatso luu got
mii ¢ ta ba nhu ngon tuyét son vimg chai luén séng mai
cung v&i ndm tha’mg.”6

Vinh danh, tung ca Phat Séng bat-Lai Lat-Ma XIV
nhu vay cua Ni su Thich N& Gi61 Huong qua la si€u tuyét.
Diéu nay khién chung t6i luc tim trong cac cudn sé tay ghi
chép nhitng diéu minh tdm dic. May thay, hinh nhu ¢6 co
duyén nao do, mot luc hd tri nao do, chung téi tim duogc 101
ghi nay cta/tir nha vin, nha bao Nguyén Xuan Hoang ghi
lai cam nhan ngin gon cta minh vé Chuyén di ctia duc
Pat-Lai Lat-Ma & quan Cam, tiéu bang California, nhu
sau.

“Sw don gian chinh phuc nguwoi ta dé hon la sy bdc
hoc. Va bdt cir ngén ngir nao bdt dwoc hoi the cia doi song
déu dé mé cdanh cira cia trdi tim ta hon. Tuy nhién, dimg
hiéu sw don gian véi diéu thong tuc.” (Tap chi Van thang
7/1997)

Va tiép theo, ngay cé trong Thu moi tham du L& Phat
ban tai chua Huong Sen ngay 26 & 27 thang 5 nam 2018.
Ni su Thich Nt Gi¢i Huong ciing viét rat “sang tao”,
“m&i” va nhat 12 rat “tho” nhu sau:

6 Nép Séng Tinh Thitc Ciia Bike Pat-Lai Lat-Ma XIV, NXB Hdng Dic, 2014, tr.
266.



“O hay! M6t mua Phat dan nita dang dén véi moi
ngudi con Phat ching ta. Khip noi tung bing ron rd don
mung Bac Thanh Nhan xuét hién ¢ thé gian. Ngai da mang
¥ nghia caa Khai, Thi, Ngo, Nhap Tri Kién Phat, m¢ duong
di vao nép song thanh thién tir bi, tri tué dé tat ca ching ta
nhan ra minh la Phat sép thanh...”

Cai cum tir “... nhan ra minh 1a Phat sip thanh”,
chung t6i da doc va da nghe rat nhiéu lan roi, nhung trong
ngit canh tdm linh cua doan van trén day cta Ni su Thich
Nit Giéi Huong da lam cho chung t6i bdi hoi xtic dong,
khién ching tdi thdy nhg, thdy thuong, thay quy, thay kinh
Bd tat Thuong Bat Khinh (Sadeparibhute Bodhisattva)
qua! Vi rang, B tat Thuong Bat Khinh hé gip bat cu ai,
Ngai ciing déu cung kinh ma rang: “Xin chao, xin kinh I&
co/di/bac..., vi qui vi s& 1a vi Phat sap thanh.” Qua d6, B
tat Thuong Bat Khinh da danh thac Phat tinh trong mdi
ngudi chung ta, di tin twéng mot cach tuyét déi va kha
nang chuyén hoa tam tir, tam thién von c6 trong mdi chiing
ta...

Lai thém diéu nay nira, ching tdi duoc doc nhitng
dong cudi trong Loi Dau may cudn sach bién khao, chuyén
ngir cua Ni su Thich Nir Gioi Huong, thiy Ni su ghi nhu
vay: “Ndng pho Milwaukee, ngay...”; “Mia Thu ld do
tai...”; “Mua Xudn trén thung ling Moreno Valley...” V4,
ca khi thuyét trinh mot dé tai mang tinh thoi sy, lich su,
tinh khoa hoc va sy cap thiét cua nd: Twong lai - Co héi -
Thach thiec cho Ni gioi Viét Nam tai Hai ngoai; Ni su
Thich Nir Giéi Huong di mo dé nhu thé nay: “Hém nay
Cali troi dep néing am cia ngay 26 thang 06 nam 2018 tai

8



Truong Ha Piéu Ngu, Pai ting va Su ba TN Nguyén
Thanh sai con la TKN Giéi Huong vi dai tdng ma néu 1én
vai y vé Ni gidi trong budi thuyét trinh hém nay. Con xin y
gido phung hanh va man phép chia s¢ véi dé tai...”

Nhiing dong trén day cua Ni v mach bao chung to1
rang, & Ni su ngoai canh va ndi tim gin két nhau, can nhau
va c6 nhau mot cach harmonie dén khong ngo!

Ngay 9 thang 9 nam 2018 tGi day, chua Huong Sen ra
mat CD s6 9 Huwrong Sen Ca va CD s 10 Vé chua Vui Tu tir
tho ctia Ni su Thich Nit Gidéi Huong do hai nhac si Nam
Hung va Nguyén Ha cling c4c ca si ndi tiéng s& sap sira
“trinh lang.” Nhu vay chi trong vong 5 nam, to 2013,
nhitng Pia Nhac Phat Gido da phat hanh tir tho cua Ni su
Thich N& Gi61 Huong:

1. Pao Xudn Léng Y Kinh, Tho: Thich Ni Giéi
Huong, Nhac: Nam Hung, volume 1, nam 2013.

2. Niém Tin Tam Bdo, Tho: Thich Nt Gi¢i Huong,
Nhac: Hoang Y Vit & Hoang Quang Hué, volume 2, nim
2013.

3. Trang Tron Nghin Nam Don Cho Ai, Tho: Thich
Nir Giéi Huong, Nhac: Vo Ta Han, Hoang Y Vii, Khanh
Hai, Khanh Hoang, Hoang Kim Anh, Linh Phuong va
Nguyén Tuén, volume 3, nim 2013.

4. Anh Trang Phdt Phap, Tho: Thich Nit Gigi Huong,
Nhac: Uy Thi Ca & Giac An, volume 4, nam 2013.

5. Binh Minh Tinh Thu#c (Piano Variations for
Meditation), Tho: Thich Nit Gigi Huong, Poc Tau Duong



Cam va Hoa Tau: Nit Nhac Si Linh Phuong, volume 3,
nam 2013.

6. Tiéng Hat Gia Lam, Tho: Thich Nit Giéi Huong,
Nhac: Nam Hung, volume 6, nam 2015.

7. Cdanh Dep Chiia Xuwa, Nhac: Hoang Quang Hué,
Hoang Y Vi, V6 Ta Han, & Khanh Hai, volume 7, ndm
2015.

8. Karaoke Hoa Uu Pam Bd N¢, Tho: Thich Nt Gidi
Huong, Nhac: Nam Hung, volume 8, nam 2015.

9. Huong Sen Ca, Tho: Thich Nir Gigi Huong, Nhac:
Nam Hung, volume 9, nam 2018.

10.Vé Chua Vui Tu, Tho: Thich Nit Gigi Huong, Nhac:
Nguyén Ha & Nam Hung, volume 10, nim 2018.”

Nhu vay, ching ta da dén, da thay, da biét rang Ni su
Thich Nit Giéi Huong (Thanh Huong) rat yéu, rat quy, rat
passioné THO - NHAC. Nhung, may man va dang kham
phuc thay, Ni su, véi 10ng chan thanh va tim huyét sau sic,
tinh té da trao truyén, mo1 goi, 161 cudn, thuyét phuc dai
ching cing dong hanh voi Ni su dé linh hoi, dé cam nhan
dugc nhiing thong diép ciia yéu thuong tir Anh Pao Vang,
tir Nhilng Thap Thoang Loi Kinh; tr Nhu Vay Toéi

" Chua Huong Sen nay da c6 Vol 11. Goi Ndng Xuan Vé (Call the
Spring Sunlight), Tho: Thich N Gidi Huong, Nhac: Nam Hung, Huong Sen
Temple. Volume 11. 2020.
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Sau day la nhiing 10i goi gam, nhitng mong udc,
nhirng tin yéu va tham chi 1a nhitng ky vong ma Ni su
Thich Nit Giéi Huong goi dén tat ca ching ta, trong dém
nhac gdy quy xdy duyng chua Huong Sen tai nha hang
Seafood World & Westminster, California, hém Chu Nhat
ngay 6 thang 10-2013:

“... Ching ta thuong nghe cau: “Van di tai BPao”. Van
la ngdn ngir, 1a phuong tién dé chuyén chd Pao, nhu ngon
tay dé chi anh trang chan ly. Trong nha chua, chung ta ciing
dung phuong tién bang nhiéu cach nhu: ngdm vinh, tan
tung, 10i kinh, tiéng ké véi nhiéu loai phap khi ¢é am thanh
hai hoa, rung dong long ngudi. Trir mot so it Phat tir thuan
thuc chuyén sau trong cac phap hoc, phap hanh va co
ngudn Phap Hy thuc Ion lao; con hau hét 1a hang Phat tir
dang timg budc trén duong tu tap, mai biét vé Phat Phap,
thi Phat tr thuong dung phuong tién &m nhac Phat gido
nhu 14 mén an tinh than, dé thu gian trong nhip Séng ban
ron hang ngay, hoac &m nhac Phat gido la nhirng bai phap
ngin canh tinh nhanh gon khdng can dai dong ma lai c6
ning suat hiéu qua rat cao vi nhd co giai diéu tram béng
cua loi ca tiéng hat.”
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“Nhu vay, am nhac Dao hay am nhac Phat giao nhu
1a phuong tién dé chuyén tai noi dung Phat Phéap va gilp
quan chdng Phat tir thAm nhap Phat phép rat nhanh vi quan
chiing Phat tir khéng phai doi lGc ranh dén chua hay hoi
truong méi nghe duoc phdp ma trong nhiéu hoan canh
khong gian, thoi gian khac nhau, &m nhac Phat gido déu c6
thé duoc tan dung nhu: trong lac lai xe, ndu an, khi cho
doi, khi cang thang, khi budn phién hoic trudc khi ngu,
V.V... Am nhac trg thanh mot phuong tién, mot nhip cau tir
tam dén tim, tran day tinh Doi y Dao, la niém vui, niém an
i, dong luc chung thay gian bo véi ching ta trong moi
hoan canh dé gidp ching ta tiép tuc dang viing va vuon lén
trong cudc song.”

“Nam dia CDs Ca Nhac Phat Gido Chua Huong Sen
Vi cac tua dé: Pao Xudn Long Y Kinh, Niém Tin Tam Bdo,
Tring Tron Nghin Nam Pon Cho Ai, Anh Trang Phat Phap
va Binh Minh Tinh Thizc I nhitng bai hét vé sinh hoat hang
ngay trong chén Thién Mén nhu dang hwong, niém Phat,
chudi trang hat, tim bd dé, xa Phat, udng tra, thién hanh
dudi anh trang, nti ddi, v.v... Thé gisi xung quanh ching ta
S& rat y vi, nén tho, nén nhac néu nhu ching ta biét ling
sau, chiém nghiém, quan sat, suy tuong thé nhap va rung
dong thing hoa... Tac gia 1ong nhitng canh sic thanh huong
d6 voi nhimg ¥ tuéng Phat Phap dé gieo duyén Phat phép,
gieo duyén Pao cho nhiing nguoi so co, nhiac nho va lam
dé tai chuyén sau Thién quan cho cac hanh gia, ciing nhu
goi y tng dung Phat Phap trong céc sinh hoat thudong ngay.
Nhitng van tho trong nam dia CDs nay chua trau chut vin
hoa my ngr nhu nhitng nha tho chuyén nghiép, chi la
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nhitng nét chim pha moc mac chan tinh chia sé¢ y dao,
nhung da duogc cac nhac si tai hoa nhu Nam Hung, Vo Ta
Han, Hoang Quang Hué, Hoang Y Vii v.v...va céc ca si ndi
tiéng nhu Pan Kim, Bao Yén, Bich Héng, Chau Khanh ha,
v.v... ché tac thém céc tiét tiu am diéu, ngan nga tram
bong thu hut va di siu vao long nguoi, dé tro duyén cho
quy Phat tir séng véi Dao va tiép thém ning luc hanh trang
tinh than cho cudc séng...”

Chung t6i da nghi, ngdm nhing 1oi tam huyét nay caa
Ni su Thich Nit Giéi Huong, va thay khdng can thiét phai
trich dan thém nhiéu 1oi nira, cua bat cu ai!

Chung toi dimng dot ngot o day vi bong nhd bai Hat
Bui Theo Vé cua Nha Tho Huyén Khdng. Mot bai viét ngan
nhung vai tim 10ng bi man va ngbn ngit thi ca tuyét diéu
ctia On Man Giac da 1am cho chung ta cam nhan duoc kha
nhiéu vé tim long yéu Tho cta Ni Truong Thich Nix Tri
Hai.

Nha tho Huyén Khéng viét:

“Mot 1an moi day thoi, Ni su ké cho toi biét rang Ni
su di viét va dem treo nhiing cau tho cuia Huyén Khong
trong vuon chua. Cho tho néi chuyén véi hoa co la canh,
cho tho cung thd Vi gié mua, cho tho di vao mit rdi o lai
trong long nguoi, cho tho song vai chat dét troi qué huong.
T6i & xa ma ciing dugc 4m long vi nhimg dong tho viét ra
tir ngdy nio da tim thady mot tam hon bé ban.”

Chung téi xin tr¢ lai véi noi dung chinh.

13



Ching tdi lai nghi rang ¢ nhiéu phuong tién, nhiéu
cach thai dé trao goi cho dai ching nhitng ndi dung Phat
chat. T&m van bbn ngan Phap mdn ma! Riéng ban than
minh, chung t6i dén va “nhap” vao Phat Phap chua phai la
tir nhitng bo kinh day com, tir nhitng tac pham bién khao,
dich thuat rat thoi danh vé Phat phap, ma budc dau tap ténh
hoc Phat, chiing tdi hoc Phat bang mét tap sach mong cua
On Minh Chau: Nhizng Mau Chuyén Pgo ma On viét ting
ky trén bdo & Hué nam nao trudge khi On du hoc, tir nhac
pham Phdt Gido Viét Nam cua Nhac si Lé Cao Phan, tir
Anh Pgo Vang cua Huynh truong Gia Pinh Phat T V3
Pinh Cuong; tir bai Nhé Chia va nhiéu bai tho khac cua
nha tho Huyén Khéng (tc On Man Giac); tir nhiing bai tho
danh tang cac em nho cua Ni su Tri Hai (ky Phung Khanh);
tir nhitng bai tho va tiéng dan piano ctua Thay Tué S¥; tir
nhitng bai tho ctia nha nghién ctru Phat hoc, nha thu phap
hang dau Viét Nam: Tru Vi, tir nhitng nhac pham cuia nhac
si Trinh Céng Son; nhitng hoa phdm cua hoa si Pinh
Cuong, nhitng tac pham vé kién trac chua Viét Nam cua
nhiép anh gia V& Van Tuong. Va con rat nhiéu nita...
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Chung t6i cling 1 nguoi bao gan tha thiét d& nghi
Thay Nhu Pién hdy tiép tuc viét tiéu thuyét sau hai cudn
Chuyén Tinh Cua Lién Hoa Hoa thuong va Méi To Vieong
Cua Huyén Tran Cong Chua vi thé loai nay dé di vao long
ngudi nhanh hon va sau hon.

C6 1& s& khodng can phai thua thém diéu gi vé viéc vi
sao chdng toi thyc hién tap THIEN SU NHAT HANH
BINH THO va kém theo mot Hoa Cuc Vang va mot Hoa
Cuc Trang dé cung kinh tang Ni su Thich Nit Giéi Huong.
Thoi gian toi, ching toi sé kinh ting Ni su tap THIEN SU
NHAT HANH BINH NHAC. Ca hai tap nay déu tir ngudn
Lang Mai. Riéng tap sau, chdng t6i xin phép s& thém phan
Phu Luc. Nhitng anh ché@n dung cua cac Nha Tho va Nhac
Si déu do chiing t6i chén vao, khdng cé trong nguyén ban
cta Thién su Nhat Hanh.

Pé som két thuc bai viét nhidu chir ma it nghia nay,
chiing t6i xin phép dugc trich dan mot doan trong Loi Gidi
Thiéu Sach Ludn Hoi Trong Ling Kinh Liang Nghiém cia
Hoa thugng Thich Nhu Dién. Chung t6i rat xic dong, vui
mung va tdm dac vé su ghi nhan, danh gia diy du, chinh
Xac vé qua trinh tu hoc; vé tim huyét phuc vu Pao phap
cua Ni su Thich Nir Giéi Huong. Trong doan van dang doc
va dang nh¢ d6, Hoa thuong Thich Nhu Dién viét nhu sau:

“... Doc 101 tya cua 1an xuit ban thir nhét cling nhu tai
ban lan thir nam nay, chung ta thay Ni su da hoc Kinh nay
tir Ni Truéng Hai Triéu Am trong nhiing nim 1984, 1985.
Sau d6 Ni su con hoc 4 nam tai Hoc vién Van Hanh, roi
sang An Do ¢ hon 10 nim dé 1ay bang Tién si Triét hoc

15



Phét gido tai d6. K& tiép 1a 10 nim hoc vin chuong My &
trrong Pai hoc Riverside, Califnornia, Hoa Ky, dé rdi hom
nay dang ding trén buc gidng ctua DPai hoc Phat gido tai
Viét Nam, trao truyén nhiing kién van ma minh da thu thap
dugc qua viéc tu, hoc trong hon 30 ndm qua cho cac Tang,
Ni Sinh tré. That 1a mot phude bau vo ngan. Khong dimg
lai & d6, Ni su con dich quyén sach “Luan Hoi trong Lang
Kinh Lang Nghiém” nay ra Anh vin “The Cycle of Life in
Stirangama Siitra” nira. Day ciing ¢6 thé noi 1a su tién bo
dau tién ctia Ni gidi Viét Nam, ké tiép con dudng vin hoa
ctia Ni Trudng Thich Nit Tri Hai da kinh qua. Riéng toi rat
v6 cung hoan hy dé viét nén 10i gidi thiéu nay.”

V& phan minh, chung t6i xin viét r& chir TS mau xanh
dat trudc THICH NU GIOI HUONG ¢ dau bai viét nay.
Cach viét, cach cam nhén cua chung toi nhu sau:

TU SI. T.S. THICH NU GIOI HUONG
Cung kinh
Santa Ana, CA ngay 12 thdang 8 nam 2018
Nguyén Tanh - Nguyén Hién Pirc
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INTRODUCTION

The author of this book is Nguyén Hién [Nguyén
Hién Duc], whose Dhamma name is Nguyén Tanh. From
1965-1975, he worked as the director of the library and
editor of Van Hanh Bulletin at Van Hanh Buddhist
University, Saigon. He edited and rewrote the manuscripts,
was responsible for the techniques and arts to contribute to
the completion of the publication of the Digha Nikaya,
Majjhima Nikaya and Dhammapada, which were translated
from the Pali language to Vietnamese by the most
Venerable Thich Minh Chau. He also took charge of many
other Buddhist works published by Van Hanh Publishing.

Nguyén Hién Duc is fond of the beauty of literature
and the art of letters for humanity. For the past twenty
years, after retiring, he has had more time to read Buddhist
scriptures, commentaries and has prepared many
collections on Buddhist studies.

Nguyén Hién Puc chose to approach the Buddhist
works slowly and cautiously with great respect to the
author and his/her work. Sometimes he chose to approach
the author about a certain perspective, since then he could
frankly present and develop this idea in his article. For
example, for Venerable Bhikkhuni Giéi Huong, he read her
poems, articles and also listened mindfully to her music
many times. He also read the introductions and
compliments for her books from many respected monastics,
such as the Most Venerable Man Giac, the Most Venerable
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B&o Lac, the Most Venerable Nhu Dién, Venerable Nhat
T, Venerable Bhikkhuni Nguyén Thanh and laypeople.

Last but not least, Nguy@n Hién Bic would like to
tell Venerable Bhikkhuni Giéi Huong that this book,
Huong Sen, Poems and Music — Lotus Fragrance, Poems
and Music expresses just his few initial impressions. Such
good impressions come from just one poetic rich sentence
of Venerable Giéi Huong: “The world around us is very
meaningful, beautiful and lyrical, please enjoy it.” He is
surprised that it became a bilingual book, accessible to both
English and Vietnamese readers. He also suggested that
Huong Sen Temple, including Venerable Gi61 Huong, her
nuns and disciples compose a significant historical
collection, "Forty Years in the Dharma: A Life of Study and
Service-Venerable Bhikkhuni Gigi Huong" for the sake of
many. This is a sincere proposal and he is happy to hear
that action has been taken on this. It becomes the forty-first
work in the list of Bao Anh Lac Bookshelf (please visit
http://huongsentemple.com/index.php/kinh-sach/tu-sach-
bao-anh-lac).

Appreciating the gentle literature heart of Nguyén
Hién Duc, we would like to recommend this booklet and
the talented writer to the dear readers of Bao Anh Lac
Bookshelf.
October’s Flower in Perris City, California, 2019

Hwong Sen Press, USA
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LOTUS FRAGRANCE
POEMS AND MUSIC
By Nguyén Hién Birc

English Interpreter, Venerable TN Gidi Huong
Huong Sen Press, USA

Dedicated to Venerable Dr. Thich Nit Gioi Huong
Abbess of Huong Sen Temple, California, USA

Venerable Thich N Giéi Huong: The world
around us is an interesting, poetic, and musical place. ®

While searching for materials to wupdate the
biography of Venerable TN Gidi Huong, we discovered
that in 1978 at the age of fifteen, she became a student of
Master Hai Triéu Am (Pai Ninh from Viétnam). Thus (in
2018), we realized that this is the 40th ordination
anniversary for Venerable TN Gi¢i Huong.

Although my wife and | faced and talked only few
short minutes with Venerable Thich Ni&r Giéi Huong, we
had read some of her works, articles, and presentations. We
have a deep respect for her and admire her as a humble and
thoughtful Buddhist person. She is a devout, diligent, and
intelligent nun who has persisted in cultivating Dharma for
forty years. She has contributed much in Buddhism,
especially in the educational field of writing and teaching.

8 Quote from Venerable Thich Nt Giéi Huong.
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We suddenly remembered deeply and attentively the
Buddha's teaching, "Be a lamp unto yourself, be a refuge to
yourself,” and “Whatever is of essential worth will
remain.”What is a tree core, that will last for long" (Yo saro
so thassati).'® For forty years, Venerable TN Gi¢i Huong
has served Buddhism and dedicated her health, time, and
mind to spreading Buddhism as the Buddha ordered his
ordained disciples: "Come out, monks! Because of peace
and happiness for the sake of many, for the good of life,
peace and happiness for gods and men.”"

We wrote this article, “Lotus Fragrance, Poems and
Music” and a few other writings as a gift to offer on her
birthday and the fortieth anniversary of her ordination.

* * %

On Sunday, May 27, 2018, our family and four friends
visited Huong Sen Temple to attend Vesak (the Buddha's
Birthday). This was the first time we visited. After the
ceremony, a surprise party was held for Ven. Thich N
Gidi Huong’s birthday by the Buddhist followers. The
ceremony was simple and gentle and the kindness, warmth,
sincerity, and affection in this master-disciples relationship
was evident.

On this occasion, she gifted two books to each of us:
The Cycle of Life in Sirangama Sitra (Ludn Hoi Trong
Lang Kinh Lang Nghiém) and The Awakened Mind of the

’ Digha Nikaya Ill, page 101; Digha Nikaya V, 170, Venerable Minh
Chau translated.
10 Majjhima Nikaya, 122, Mahasunnata Sutta.
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14th Dalai Lama (Nép Séng Tinh Thirc cia Pirc Pat-Lai
Lat-Ma XIV).

In the afternoon, under the burning hot sunlight of this
desert area, on the way to Phap Thuan Monastery, more
than an hour away from Huong Sen Temple, we suddenly
recalled that we were already acquainted with Venerable
TN Gidéi Huong. Over a year ago, when we were gathering
information about Buddhist holy places for an article, we
came into contact with her teachings. We were looking
forward to reading the articles written by Prof. Hoang
Phong, Dr. Nguyén Tuong Béch, and Venerable TN Giéi
Huong. Then, when we did the introduction for The
Affection of Huyén Tran Princess (Moi To Vieong Cua
Huyén Tran Cong Chua), written by the Most Venerable
Nhu Dién, we paid special attention to one chapter
mentioned, “Reflections at the Temple Window” (Nét But
Bén Song Ctwra) by the author, Thich N&r Giéi Huong. We
were interested with a sincere and excited curiosity. From
the title to the content of the article, indeed, all of it is
poetry. Venerable Gigi Huong will make many more
poems from this icon, “Reflections at the Temple Window”
and the musicians, as well as the singers, have an
abundance of talent and will transform it into a beautiful
song.

This was our initial feeling and it has remained in us
deep and strong. From these emotions, we continue to
enjoy the poetry from her two books that she gave us.

In the Introduction of The Cycle of Life in the
Sirangama Sitra, Venerable Thich Nit Gioi Huong wrote:
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One night, the Buddha stood contemplating quietly at
the bank of a glistening river. Venerable Sariputra, who
was behind, looked down at the moonlight shimmering on
the water and suddenly lamented, "Blessed One! It is
pitiful! There are people who drowned by jumping into the
deep water to look for the moon.”

The Buddha replied, "Yes! It's pitiful! But even
more pitiful, there are those who never believe there is a
moon in the world."

Some people search for the moon at the water
bottom. They who have seen the moonlight shimmering on
the water’s surface dive into the water looking for the
moon and risk drowning. They are not aware that it is quite
simple—all they have to do is raise their heads up and the
moon is always there in the sky. Then there are other
people who believe that the world is without the moon,
although the full moon is radiating light covering the entire
world. The Siirangama Siitra called these miserable people
human (manussa) beings who are trapped in the cycle of
birth and death.""?

In the Chapter XV Concluson, we read and reread the
last page of the book:

The Buddha reminds us of it to help be awakened. It
Is important that we must always turn introspectively
within to master ourselves. Three worlds and reincarnations
in seven realms are generated due to just a word of

2 The Cycle of Life in Siirangama Sitra (Luan Héi Trong Lang Kinh Lang
Nghiém), NXB Van Hoéa Sai Gon, 2009, p. vii.
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“illusion” (samoham). Our bodhi essence
(bodhicitta) is originally neither illusion nor truth.

The sky is clear
Moon or non-moon

The shadow of moon presents
Where is not the moon?
Tired of finding the moon

The sunset’s light pervades

Do not wait for the full moon
The moonlight has ever shined.*®
We read on the back cover:

Rebirth Views in the Sirangama Sitra examines the
profound philosophical ideology contained in the
Stirangama Siitra. It points to the mind of illusion that leads
to reincarnation and suffering and shows us how to escape.

Just as a gardener selects the most beautiful flowers

that she knows will please the recipient, contents of this
book mention only rebirth views in the Stirangama Sitra.

B The Cycle of Life in Sirangama Siitra, trans. 280.
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In the book, The Awakened Mind of the 14th Dalai
Lama (Nép Séng Tinh Thirc of Dalai Lama XIV), Ven.
Thich N Giéi Huong wrote:

Let us mindfully reflect on the key words of the Dalai
Lama XIV to penetrate our body, heart, and mind so that
we truly enjoy the benefits of Dharma and connect with
and transform our lives. We are fortunate to live in the
same century with many teachers.

Countless suffering beings seek the way to reside in
this peace of mind and life. Responding to these
difficulties, the Buddha was born again as Avalokiteshvara
Bodhisatva, a noble religious leader, a great spiritual
master, an embodiment of bliss, and a messenger to bring
inner peace to the world with the light of Dharma.
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He is like a bright star in the sky!
An icon for Buddhism is approaching!

The aura and popularity of His Holiness the 14" Dalai
Lama are a great contribution for Tibetan Buddhism and
for Buddhism around the world.

May Tenzin Gyatso Lord stay in the saha world
forever, like a mountain that lasts for years."**

That is the reason Ven. TN Gidi Huong collected the
famous words of the 14™ Dalai Lama and translated them
to Vietnamese to exalt with honor the Living Buddha. Her
work is excellent. The journalist Nguyén Xuin Hoang
recorded his thoughts about the Dalai Lama’s trip to
Orange County, California:

Simplicity conquers more people than pundits. Any
language that catches the breath of life makes it easier to
open the door of our heart. However, do not mistake
simplicity with the customary. (Van agazine, July 1997).

And next, in the Letter of Invitation to attend the
Buddha's Birthday at Huong Sen Temple on the 26th &
27th of May 2018, Ven. TN Gidi Huong writes:

" The Awakened Mind of the 14th Dalai Lama (Nép Séng Tinh Thiic of
Dalai Lama XIV), Publisher Hong buc, 2014, p. 266.
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Oh wow! Another season of the Buddha is coming to
all of our Buddhist disciples. Everywhere in the jubilant
celebrations, we honor the Holy Honored One who
appeared in the world. He brought the meaning of Opening,
Showing, Enlightening and Entering the Buddha's Mind,
paving the way into the insight and compassionate path so
all of us can realize that we have the great inherent
potential to be a Buddha . . .

The phrase "realize that we have the great inherent
potential to be a Buddha" we have read and heard many
times, but in the spiritual context of the above passage of
Ven. TN Giéi Huong, she awakened new understanding in
us.

In addition to this, we read the first transcripts of her
translations, transliterations, and yearbooks. We loved her
soft and delicate way of describing the natural world, as in
a "Sunny day in Milwaukee," or "Red Autumn Leaves,"
and "Spring in the Moreno Valley." Even when she
presented a report on an historical topic, she used poetic
words to make her writing gentle. For example, in the essay
“Future—Opportunity—Challenges for Vietnamese Nuns
Overseas,” she opened with the words, "On June 26, 2018,
California is sunny and beautiful. At Diéu Ngu Temple,
Sangha and the Most Venerable Bhikkhuni Nguyén Thanh
requested me, Bhikkhuni Gidéi Huong, to present some
ideas about the nuns abroad. | must obey and humbly share
my information on this subject with the Sangha . . .” She
knows how to connect while staying in harmony with
nature, mind, and environment.
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On September 9, 2018, Huong Sen Temple released
their ninth CD, Huong Sen Ca (Huwong Sen Songs) and the
tenth CD, Vé Chuia Vui Tu (Happily Go to the Temple for
Spiritual Practices) in which musicians Nam Hung and
Nguyén Ha turned Ven. TN Gigi Huong's poems into
songs. Many famous singers have performed these poems.
These CDs will be offered to the public soon. In just five
years, from 2013 to 2018, ten Buddhist music CDs have
been released containing Ni su TN Gidi Huong’s poems:

1. Pdo Xudn Léng Y Kinh (The Buddha’s Teachings
Reflected in Cherry Flowers), Poems: Thich Nir Gidi
Huvong. Music: Nam Hung, Volume 1. 2013.

2. Niém Tin Tam Bgo (Trust in Three Gems), Poems:
Thich Ni¢ Gioi Huong. Music: Hoang Y Vi & Hoang
Quang Hué, Volume 2. 2013.

3. Trang Tron Nghin Nam Pon Cho Ai (Who is the
Full Moon Waiting for over a Thousand Years?). Poems:
Thich Nt Gidéi Huong. Music: Vo Ta Han, Hoang Y Vi,
Khanh Hai, Khanh Hoang, Hoang Kim Anh, Linh Phuong
va Nguyén Tuan, Volume 3. 2013.

4. Anh Trang Phdt Phap (Moonlight of Dharma-
Buddha). Poems: Thich Nir Gigi Huong, Music: Uy Thi Ca
& Giac An, Volume 4. 2013.

5. Binh Minh Tinh Thzzc (Awakened Mind at the Dawn,
Piano Variations for Meditation). Poems: Thich Nt Gigi
Huong. Solo Pianist: Linh Phuong, Volume 5. 2013.

6. Tieng Hat Gia Lam (Songs from the Temple).
Poems: Thich Nir Gigi Huong. Music: Nam Hung, Volume
6. 2015.
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7. Canh Dep Chua Xuwa (The Magnificent Ancient
Buddhist Temple). Poem: Thich N&r Giéi Huong. Music:
V6 Ta Han, Nam Hung, Hoang Quang Hué, volume 7.
2015.

8. Karaoke Hoa Uu Dam Da No (An Udumbara
Flower is Blooming), Poem: Thich N&t Giéi Huong and
Musician Nam Hung, Huong Sen Temple. 2015.

9. Huong Sen Ca (Huong Sen’s Songs), Poem: Thich
Nir Gigi Huong, Music: Nam Hung, volume 9, nam 2018.

10.Vé Chua Vui Tu (Happily Go to Temple for Spiritual
Practices), Poem: Thich Ni&r Gigi Huong, Music: Nam
Hung & Nguyén Ha. Volume 10. 2018."

So, we see and know that Ven. TN Gié1 Huong (aka
Thanh Huong) is interested in Zen poems and music. With
deep and subtle sincerity and devotion, she has skillfully
used poetry and music to spread the beauty of Buddhism,
Dharma, Sangha, Temple, Buddhist relationships, practice,
meditation, nature, and Zen gardens. Listeners can
approach, perceive, comprehend, and penetrate her
Buddhist messages from each meaningful song, such as the
“Buddhist Moonlight,” “Scripture Sound, “As I Heard the
Buddha Taught, and many others.

' Now Huong Sen Temple has the eleventh Vol Goi Néang Xuan Vé (Call
the Spring Sunlight), Poem: Thich Nir Gigi Huong and Musician Nam Hung,
Huong Sen Temple. Volume 11, 2020.
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rodecer: Hiktg Sea Boddhis Temple & Nam Hung Ceatury M
" . Bio Khang, Nam Hing
Nesyén

D¢ Quydn Sin Xudi & Phdt Hanh;

Huong Sen Buddhist Temple

19865 Seaton Ave. Permn, CA 925TUSA / Cell: 951-616-8620 / Tel: 951-657.7272
Emait Web: www

Nam Hung
PO BOX 12068 Westmisster, CA 92685, USA / Telllcell: 7146575267
i nam_homg 207763 ahows com

Following are the words, wishes, love, and
expectations that Ven. TN Gidi Huong sent to all of us on
the night of fundraising to build Huong Sen Temple in
Westminster, California, on Sunday, October 6, 2013:

. .. We often hear the phrase, “Words can convey the
meaningful religious tradition.” Literature is a language, a
means to express great religion. It is like a finger that
points to the moon. In a temple, we use many skillful
means such as reciting, tempo, melody, intonation, rhythm
with many kinds of ritual intruments (wooden bells,
bamboo tocsin, drums, whistle, trumpet) to make the
scripture sound gentle and rise to touch the listeners’
hearts. Only the Zen practitioners or masters who fulfilled
the Dharma knowledge course, practiced, and had the great
experience of Dharma and now enter the meditation state
or enlightenment are allowed to use the music. The
majority of lay Buddhists are beginners on the path of
learning Buddhism and are busy working in home, in
society, and interested in elevator rhythm music as a
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spiritual food to relax in the busy daily life. This is
reflected in their approach to Buddhism. A Buddhist song
plays the role as a short Dharma lecture, but it is highly
effective . . ..

Thus, religious music or Buddhist songs are a means
to convey the Buddha-Dharma and help the masses
penetrate Buddhism quickly, because they do not have the
free time for going to temple or lecture hall to listen to
Dharma. While driving, cooking, waiting, being stressed,
while feeling sad or before sleeping, in different spaces,
times, they can listen to music on the cellphone, TV,
computer, radio, or YouTube. Music becomes a necessary
means, a bridge from mind to mind, and expresses a love of
life and religion. Music brings encouragement, joy,
comfort, and a faithful motivation in all circumstances to
help us continue standing and progressing in life. . . .

The first five music CDs of Huong Sen Buddhist
Temple are Pao Xudn Long Y Kinh, Nieém Tin Tam Bdo,
Trang Tron Nghin Nam Pén Cho Ai, Anh Trang Phdt
Phap, and Binh Minh T:inh Th#c (Piano Variations for
Meditation). They contain songs about daily living in Zen
practice, such as offering incense, reciting the Buddha's
name, use of prayer beads, Bodhi mind, Buddha field, tea
art, meditation under the moonlight, so on. The world
around us is interesting and filled with poetry and music if
we deeply contemplate, observe, think, and enter the
sublime in Zen. . ..
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Form, sound, and fragrance of natural scenes combine
with the Buddha’s teaching to express the wonderful
Dharma. Music CDs help beginners and practitioners apply
Dharma in everyday activities. The poetry of these five
CDs shares the simple emotions of a Buddhist practitioner.
Talented musicians like Nam Hung, V6 Ta Han, Hoang
Quang Hué, Hoang Y Vi, and famous singers such as Pan
Kim, Bao Yén, Bich Hong, Chau Khanh Ha and others
turned the poems into rhythmic Buddhist songs that
touched deeply the listeners’ hearts. The songs created
more energy for listeners to live actively in the spiritual
practice. . . .

We thought that these thoughtful words of Ni su TN
Giéi Huong are just emough to express the beautiful
Buddhist music. It unnecessary to quote more words from
anyone else!

We stopped abruptly here because we suddenly
remembered the writing, “A Dust Flying Back” (Hat Bui
Theo V&) by the poet, Huyén Khong. It’s a short article, but
with the talented pen of the Late Most Venerable Thich
Man Giac (aka the poet, Huyén Khong) we understood the
love of poetry felt by Venerable Bhikkhuni TN Tri Hai.
Huyén Khéng wrote:

Just recently, Venerable Thich N Tri Hai told me
that she wrote and hung the poems of Huyén Khang at the
temple garden. Let the poems talk with the flowers and
leaves, let the poems breathe with the wind, and wind, let
the poems go into the eyes and stay in the hearts of the
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people, let the poems live with the warm land of the
homeland. Although | stay far away from my homeland, |
feel a connection because of her poetry. The day | found
her poetry, | felt she became my poetry friend.

There are 84,000 means and Dharma doors to convey
Buddhism to the masses. Personally, we come and “enter"
into Dharma not from the thick sutras, the great writings, or
the well-known Dharma translations, but from writings like
“The Stories on Buddhism” (Nhitng Mau Chuyén Dao) in
the Hué Newspaper, written by the Most Venerable Minh
Chau (before he went abroad to study). Other works that
inspired us were the “Vietnamese Buddhist Song”
composed by musician Lé Cao Phan, The Golden Buddhist
Light Book (Anh Pao Vang) created by the leader of the
Youth Association, V6 Binh Cuong, “Remembering
Temple Poem” (Nhé chua) and other poems of the poet
Huyén Khong, poems for children by Venerable Bhikhuni
Tri Hai (her pen name is Phung Khanh), the wonderful
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piano poems of Venerable Tué Sy, the poems of Tru Vi, a
Buddhist researcher, as well as a calligrapher in Viétnam,
songs of the musician Trinh Cong Son, the Buddhist
paintings of Dinh Cuong, the Vietnamese Pagoda
Architecture of photographer V& Van Tuong, and others.

We are the ones who boldly proposed that the Most
Venerable Nhu Dién continue writing a novel after his two
volumes, The Love Story of the Most Venerable Lién Hoa
and The Love of Huyén Tran Princess because these kinds
of novels easily enter the hearts of people.

Perhaps there will be no need to say anything more
about why we did the book, The Poetic Commentary of
Thich Nhat Hgnh and offered it along with a yellow
chrysanthemum and a white chrysanthemum to honor
Venerable Bhikhuni Gidi Huong. Next time, we will honor
her by offering The Music Commentary of Thich Nhdt
Hanh. Both books are from Plum Village. In the second
book, we will add to the the Appendix. The portraits of the
poets and musicians were inserted by us but not presented
in Thich Nhat Hanh’s original texts.

We would like to end with a passage from the
introduction of the Most Venerable Thich Nhu Dién for the
book, The Cycle of Life in Sirangama Siitra by Venerable
TN Gidi Huong. We are moved and excited by the words
that fully describe her knowledge, practice, virtue, and
devotion to Buddhism:

Reading the preface of the first edition, as well as the
reprint of this fifth edition, we see that in 1984 and 1985,
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she learned this sutra from her master, the Most Venerable
Hai Triéu Am. After that, she studied at the Van Hanh
Advanced Buddbhist Institute for four years. Then, she went
to India for more than ten years to get a doctorate in
Buddhist philosophy. Next, she again spent another ten
years studying literature at the University of California,
Riverside, in the United States and today is standing on the
podium to teach as a lecturer at the Buddhist University in
Vietnam to share with her young monk and nun students
her cultivation, knowledge, and study of more than thirty
years. What a blessing she is! Without stopping there, she
translated the book, Ludn Héi trong Lang Kinh Ldng
Nghiém into English, The Cycle of Life in the Sirangama
Sttra. This is the first progress of Vietnamese nuns in the
educational field, following the path of the Late Venerable
Bhikkhuni Tri Hai. | am extremely happy to write this
introduction.

For our part, we would like to express our deep
admiration:

A Nun-A Scholar-A4 Poet: Venerable Tn Gioi Huong.
Respecfully,

Nguyén Tanh & Nguyén Hién Puc
Santa Ana, California, August 12, 2018
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BAO ANH LAC BOOKSHELF
by Venerable Thich Nit Gioi Hwong

1. Boddhisattva and Sanyata in the Early and
Developed Buddhist Traditions

2. Bo-tat va Tanh Khdng Trong Kinh Tang Pali va Pai
Thua

3. Ban Mai X& An (The Dawn in India), (3 vols)

4. Vuon Nai — Chiéc Noi Phat Gido (Deer Park-The
Cradle of Buddhism)

5. X& Loi Cua buc Phat (The Buddha’s Relic), Tham
Weng Yew, translated into English by Dr. Bhikkhuni Gidi
Huong

6. Quy Y Tam Bao va Nam Gidgi (Take Refuge on
Three Gems and Keep Five Precepts)

7. Vong Luan Hoi (The Cycle of Life)

8. Hoa Tuyét Milwaukee (Snowflake in Milwaukee),

9. Luan Hbi trong Lang Kinh Ling Nghiém (The Cycle
of Life in Sirangama Siitra)

10.Nghi Thiac Ho Niém Cau Siéu (The Ritual for the
Deceased)

11.Quan Am Quang Tran (The Commentary of
Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva)

12. Sen N& Noi Chén T TU (Lotus in the Prison),
many authors, translated into English by Dr. Bhikkhuni
G161 Huong
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13.N@r Tu va Tu Nhan Hoa Ky (A Nun and American
Inmates), (2 vols)

14. Nép Séng Tinh Thuc cua Dtc Pat Lai Lat Ma Thir
XIV (The Awakened Mind of the 14™ Dalai Lama), (2 vols)

15. A-Ham, mua phap chuyén héa phién ndo (Agama —
A Dharma Rain transforms the Defilement), (2 vols)

16.GOp Tung Hat Ning Perris (Collection of Sunlight
in Perris)

17. Phap Ng@r cia Kinh Kim Cang (The Vajracchedika-
Prajiaparamita-Siitra)

18. Tap Tho Nhac Ning Ling Nghiém (Songs and
Poems of Siirangama Sunlight)

19.Chua Viét Nam Hai Ngoai (Overseas Vietnamese
Buddhist Temples), Vol 2, V& Vin Tuong & Tir Hiéu Con,
translated into Englishby Dr. Bhikkhuni Gigi Huong

20. Viét Nam Danh Lam C6 Tu (The Famous Ancient
Buddhist Temples in Vietnam), V6 Van Tuong. Translated
into English by Dr. Bhikkhuni Gi¢i Huong

21. Rebirth Views in the Surangama Sitra The
Commentary of Avalokite§vara Bodhisattva

22.Phat Gido-Mot Bac Pao Su, Nhiéu Truyén Thdong
(Buddhism: One Teacher Many Traditions), iksu Tenzin
Gyatso the Fourteenth Dalai Lama and Bhiksuni Thubten
Chodron. Translated into Vietnamese by Dr. Bhikkhuni
G161 Huong

23.Nét But Noi Song Cwra (Reflections at the Temple
Window)
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24.Ban Tin Huong Sen (Newsletters)

25.May Nghe (Huong Sen Digital Mp3 Radio Speaker)

26.Phong Sy vé Chua Huong Sen (Introduction on
Huong Sen Temple)

27. Danh Ngbn Anh —Viét: Nuo6i Duong Nhéan Cach -
Good Sentences Nurture the Good Manner, Thich N& Gigi
Huong Suu tam

28. Huong Sen, Tho va Nhac -Lotus Fragrance, Poem
and Music, Nguyén Hién DBuc, English Interpreter: Thich
Nir Gigi Huong (Song ngir Anh-Viét)

29. Céch Chuan Bi Chét va Giup Ngudi Sap Chét-Quan
Piém Phat Gido - Preparing for Death and Helping the
Dying — A Buddhist Perspective, Sangye Khadro, Chuyén
Viét Ngir: Thich Nt Gigi Huong

30. The Key Words in Vajracchedika Stitra

31. Vin Hoa bic Sic caa Nudc Nhat Ban -Exploring
the Unique Culture of Japan (Song ngir Anh-Viét)

32. Three Jewels and Five Precepts

33. Séng An Lac du Poi khéng Pep nhu Mo -Live
Peacefully though Life is not Beautiful as a Dream (Song
ngtr Anh-Viét)

34. Sarnath-The Cradle of Buddhism

35. Hdy Noi Loi Yéu Thuong -Words of Love and
Understand (Song ngir Anh-Viét)

36. Van Hoa C6 Kim qua Hanh Huong Chiém Bai -
The Ancient-Present Cultures in Pilgrim (Song ngir Anh-
Viét)
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37. Cycle of Life

38. Nghé Thuat Biét Séng -Art of Living (Song ngir
Anh-Viét)

39.Tuyén Tap Ni Giéi trong Thoi Hién Pai — The
Contributions of Buddhist Nuns in Modern Times (Song
ngtt Anh-Viét)

40. Tuyén Tap 40 Nam Tu Hoc & Hoing Phap cua Ni
su Gioi Huong - Forty Years in the Dharma: A Life of
Study and Service-Venerable Bhikkhuni Gioi Hurong (Song
ngtt Anh-Viét).
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BUDDHIST MUSIC ALBUMS
from Poems of Thich Nir Gioi Hwong

1) Pao Xuan Long Y Kinh (The Buddha Teachings
Reflect in Cherry Flowers)

2) Niém Tin Tam Bao (Trust in Three Gems)

3) Trang Tron Nghin Nam DPoén Cho Ai (Who is the
Full Moon Waiting for over a Thousand Years?)

4) Anh Trang Phat Phap (Moonlight of Dharma-
Buddha)

5) Binh Minh Tinh Thic (Awakened Mind at the
Dawn; Piano Variations for Meditation)

6) Tiéng Hat Gia Lam (Songs from the Temple)

7) Canh Dbep Chua Xua (The Magnificent Ancient
Buddhist Temple)

8) Karaoke Hoa Uu bam Pa No& (An Udumbara
Flower is Blooming)

9) Huong Sen Ca (Huong Sen’s Songs)

10) Vé Chua Vui Tu (Happily Go to Temple for
Spiritual Practices)

11) Goi Ning Xuan V& (Call the Spring Sunlight on)

Please read Bao Anh Lac Bookshelf at our

website: www.huongsentemple.com
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HUONG SEN, THO VA NHAC

LOTUS FRAGRANCE,
POEM and MUSIC

NGUYEN HIEN PUC

Chuyén ngir: TN Gidi Huong

NHA XUAT BAN HONG PUC
65 Trang Thi - Quan Hoan Kiém - Ha Noi
Email: nhaxuatbanhongduc65@gmail.com
bién thoai: 024.39260024 Fax: 024.39260031
Chiu trach nhiém xuét ban
Giam doc BUI VIET BAC
Chiu trach nhiém noi dung
Téng bién tap: LY BA TOAN
Bién tap: Phan Thi Ngoc Minh
Stra ban in va trinh bay: TKN Vién Quang

In 1.500, cuén, kh6 13 x 21 cm, tai , tai Cong ty TNHH TM-DV Hai Triéu
Tp.HCM s 4583 - 2019/CXBIPH/28 — 86/HP. S6 QPXB cua
NXB:765/QD-NXBHD cip ngay 22/11/2019. In xong va ndp luu chiéu nim
2019. M4 sé tiéu chuan sach quéc té (ISBN) 978-604-86-8348-1.
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